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| Love Islam © is a series of Islamic Studies text-
books that gradually introduces Muslim students
to the essentials of their faith. It brings to light
the historic and cultural aspects of Islam. The
series covers levels one through five, which are
suitable for young learners and includes a stu-
dent textbooks and workbooks as well as a
teacher and parent’s guides.

The Islamic Services Foundation is undertaking
this project in collaboration with Brighter
Horizons Academy in Dallas, Texas. Extensive
efforts have been made to review the enclosed
material. However, constructive suggestions and
comments that would enrich the content of this
work are welcome.

All praise is due to Allah (God), for providing us
with the resources that have enabled us to com-
plete the first part of this series. This is an ongo-
ing project, and it is our sincere wish and hope
that it will impact our Muslim children today, and
for many years to come.

Copyright © 2014 by Islamic Services Foundation
ISBN 1-933301-39-6

All rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic or mechanical, includ-
ing photocopying, recording, or any information
storage and retrieval system, without permission
in writing from the publisher.
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@ What is the main message of all prophets?

@ Were the prophets ordinary men?

€ What are the characteristics of prophets?
What were some of the miracles our prophets brought with them?

) Are the prophets mentioned in the Qur'an similar to those mentioned
in the Bible?

@ Who was the last and final prophet?
How should we respect our prophets?

As you learned earlier, the con-
cept of tawheed (monotheism) is
the most important concept in
Islam. The key to Heaven is to
understand and believe that there
is no God but Allah, the One True
Creator. Allah wanted the mes-
sage of Islam and the belief in one
God, 'tawheed,’ to spread among
mankind. He did this by appointing
prophets and messengers.




Illam teaches that God sent
prophets and messengers to all
nations. Since the beginning of
time, God has communicated His
gui dance through these chosen peo-
ple. They were human beings who
wa lked and lived among their peo-
ple. They taught nations about faith
in One Almighty God and how to be
good. From the first prophet, Adam
(P) , to the last prophet, Muhammad
#, Allah's message eventually
reached all corners of the world.
Allah says in the Qur’an:

Y ioie Qi EIJESL )
“And for every nation thereis a
messenger.” [10:47]
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“Indeed we have sent w1th you
the truth conveying to people Our
good tidings and warnings. And
there is no nation, which has not

been sent a warning (messenger of
warning).” [35:24]

The Qur’an itself tells us that it has
mentioned only some of the

prophets
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“And we told you about some mes-
sengers, while we did not tell you
about others.” [4:164]

Since prophets appeared over
thousands of years, and there were
many in each nation, to make a full
list of names is impossible. There
are some ahadeeth of the Prophet
which say that God sent thousands
of prophets and messengers.
Therefore, Muslims have to believe
in and respect all the prophets that
are mentioned in Al-Qur'an. And,
they should also believe that Allah
sent many other prophets and mes-
sengers whose names are not
known. The Holy Qur'an stated:

)
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“The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what has been revealed to him from his
Lord, as do the men of faith. Each one (of them) believes in Allah, His angels, His
books, and His messengers. We make no distinction (they say) between one and

3 another of His messengers.” [2: 285] /
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Hadeeth Shareef | )

Prophets and messengers were
human beings who were very
noble and pious role models. They
were neither divine, nor angels
nor jinn. Every prophet was born
to a mother and a father, except
Prophet Isa .3 «= , who had no

father, and Adam ;.31 who had

neither. Some prophets had broth-
ers like Prophet Musa s ws.
Prophet Musa's brother was also a
prophet, and his name was Haroon
ool ale. Ismaeel and Ishaq were

also brothers and prophets. Other

prophets got married and had chil-

dren, like Prophets Adam, Nuh,
Ibraheem, Musa, Muhammad =
and others. Although prophets and
messengers were ordinary men,
Allah 4£ gave them special quali-

ties. They all had high morals,
manners and attitudes. They were
faithful, honest, patient, tolerant,
and honorable. Additionally, some
of them had long lives. Prophet
Nuh i« lived for 950 years and

Prophet Ibraheem lived more than
200 years! Other prophets died
much younger than that, such as
Prophet Muhammad i . He
became a prophet at the age of 40
and died at the age of 63. Prophet
Isa »3i ks is the only prophet who
has yet to die. Instead, Allah ﬁ\ﬁ
raised him to Heaven. He will
come back to Earth before the Day
of Judgment, and he will confirm
Islam as the true and final religion
of God. He will also win over all
evil people and powers.




Being a prophet Qr a messenger
was not an easy task. It was a very
serious responsibility, which
required a great deal of persever-
anceand strength. Some prophets
were killed, like Prophets
Zakariyya (Zachariah) and Yahya
(John) a3t we . Others were put in

prison for years, like Prophet
Yousuf (Joseph). Almost all

prophets were persecuted and
harassed, including Nuh (Noah),
Ibraheem s 4 (Abraham),

Younus (Jonah), Musa (Moses), Isa
(Jesus), Muhammad, and others.
Therefore, Allah in His glorious
wisdom carefully selected those
individuals who would be most
suited to serve as prophets. Allah
also stated that he chose only men
to be prophets and messengers.

Ve X4
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And We have not sent before you but men from (among) the people
k of the towns, to whom We sent revelations. [12:109] )

However, Allah chose certain
faithful women to play great and
historical roles. Asiah, the wife of
Phir‘oun, Maryam, Khadeejah and

The Cave of Hira, where Prophet
Muhammad recieved the first
verses of Al-Qur an.

many others were exceptional role
models. They were not prophets,
but they were women of great
faith.

A  Mount Sinai, where Prophet Musa

received the Torah.
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How did prophets find out that Allah ¢ spoke to him directly.
they had beeh selected as prophets All the prophets received the
or messengers? There were two ways  same basic message: That Allah is
in which Allah £ reached out to the only true Creator and Sustainer
his prophets. The first way was by of the universe, and that He is the
sending an angel to them. For exam- only One worthy of complete obedi-
ple, Prophet Muhammad = received ence and worship. Adam, Nuh,
the message of prophethood from Ibraheem, Musa, Isa, Muhammad,
the Angel Jibreel while he was in and all the prophets brought their
Cave Hiraa'. _ people this same message. None of

At other times, Allah 4% spoke them claimed to be divine or God-
directly to His chosen prophets. For like in any way, and they all taught
example, Prophet Musa esi « went a pure belief in the One True God.

to a desert or a mountain where

What Are The Characteristics of Prophets?

1. The prophets of Allah were the offspring of Prophet Ibraheem,
the best in their communities. the Father of Prophets, through his
They were the most moral and the son Is’haqg. Prophet Muhammad was
most intelligent among their peo- the descendent of Prophet Isma'eel.
ples. This was necessary because Isma‘eel was also the son of Prophet
the life of a prophet served as a Ibraheem.
model for his followers. His per-
sonality had to be pleasant in 3. Prophets had to possess strong
order to attract people towards personalities. They had to be strong
his message rather than drive and resilient in the face of chal-
them away. lenges and difficulties. Many

e A AW % Prophets had to face fierce and evil

i 'M{ pee gl dH A } enemies.

“And most surely you are of a
great moral character.” [68:4] 4. Prophets had to be patient and

tolerant. Each prophet had to bring

2. They usually came from well- the message of tawheed to his peo-
known and highly respected fami- ple and teach this message for
lies. Most prophets came from many, many years. Many prophets,
great lineage. Prophets Musa, including Prophet Muhammad iz
Haroon, Yousuf, and Yaqoub were were persecuted and ridiculed for

A6




teaching Allah's message. Others,
like Nuh, taught for*hundreds of
years, but only gained a few fol-
lowers. In the case of Prophet

Allah 4¢ provided some of His

prophets with miracles. These mir-
acles usually had one of two pur-
poses:

- To help them during times of
danger or trouble (Prophet
Ibraheem, Nuh, Younus)

- Or as proof of Allah's great-
ness and to prove that the prophet
is a true prophet. (Prophet Musa,
Isa, etc.)

Prophet Ibraheem sk was

saved from the huge fire that was
lit to burn him. Prophet Nuh ,s.

dJswas miraculously saved with his

family and followers from the
flood.

The nature of the miracles
depended upon the time and soci-
ety in which the prophet taught.
Allah knew that people would be
most impressed by miracles that
accomplished valued tasks in soci-
ety. So, He chose miracles that
would be relevant to the society
of His messengers. For example,
Moses' contemporaries were excel-

Younus, the persecution and
harassment got so bad that he
fled, abandoning the people whom
he was supposed to teach.

lent at magic. So his major mira-
cle was to defeat the best magi-
cians of the day in Egypt. Jesus’
contemporaries were recognized
as skillful physicians. Therefore,
his miracles were to raise the
dead and cure the incurable dis-
eases. The Arabs, the contempo-
raries of the Prophet Muhammad
sz , were known for their elo-
quence and magnificent poetry. So
Prophet Muhammad’s iz major mir-
acle was Al- Qur’an. The people of
Arabia were impressed by the elo-
quence of Al-Qur'an and Arab poets
and orators could not make even a
few verses like it. Later, all Arabia
became a Muslim nation.
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There are 25 prophets men-

tioned by name in the Quran,
although Allah tells us clearly that
there were many more in different
times and places. Christians and
Jews also believe in most of the

A8
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Adam
Idrees
Nuh

Hud

Salih
Ibraheem
Isma'eel
Is-haq
Loot
Ya'qoob
Yousuf
Shu'ayb
Ayyoaob
Musa
Haroon
Thul-kifl
Dawood
Sulayman
Ilyas
Al-Yasa'
Younus
Zakariyya
Yahya

Isa
Muhammad

same prophets and their miracles.
Provided here are the 25 men-
tioned in the Qur’an and their
English names from the Bible
where applicable:

Biblical Name

Adam
Enoch
Noah

Abraham
Ishmael
Isaac

Lot
Jacob
Joseph
Jethro
Job
Moses
Aaron
Ezekiel
David
Solomon
Elias
Elisha
Jonah
Zecharias
John
Jesus




As you can see, most of the
prophets in the Qur'an are recog-
nized by the Bible. Some of the
prophets have the same name in
both the Quran and the Bible, like
Prophet Adam .wii.. However,

most prophets have names which
sound different. For example,
Prophet Sulayman ,s.J 4= is known

as Prophet Solomon in the English

1. Believing in all of the true
prophets and admiring them is a
Muslim's way of showing apprecia-
tion. Muslims appreciate the many
sacrifices that these prophets
made. We must be grateful that
they worked so hard to bring
Allah's message to mankind.

1. The best way to respect
prophets and messengers is to fol-
low their guidance and manners. If
you want to give great respect to
Prophet Muhammad, for example,
you must obey him and try to fol-
low his manners and Sunnah.

3. When Muslims mention the
name of Prophet Muhammad or
any other prophet, they make a
prayer for them out of respect.
This is a prayer asking God to
grant the prophet His peace and
blessings. In Arabic we say:

pegade dll o OF adlade
“Sallallahu alayhi wasallam or

translation of the Bible. Prophet
Younus ..« is known as Prophet
Jonah. Also, Prophet Ayyoub is
known as Job.

There are some prophets men-
tioned in the Qur’an that are not
mentioned in the existing form of
the Bible. For example Prophets
Muhammad i, Shu'ayb ssi k.,
Salih and Hud sdice .

A The Tomb of Prophet Yahya
(John) g2\ us in the Omayyad
Mosque in Damascas, Syria.

Alayhi-ssalam”

4. Muslims do not draw pictures
of the prophets. In addition,
Muslims do not portray the charac-
ters of the prophets in movies or
plays. Muslims believe that por-
traying a prophet of God in a
movie is disrespectful. No matter
how good an artist or an actor is,
it would be impossible for them to
accurately portray the prophet's
greatness. Also, Muslims do not

A9
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want to create images of prophets
as other grodps have done,
because that could lead to idoliz-
ing those images. People in the
past used to create statues of
their great leaders, then ended up
worshipping them.

That is why we do not see any
actor playing Prophet Muhammad
in the famous movie "The
Message.” And even in the ani-
mated movie "Muhammad: The
Last Messenger,” no image of the
Prophet is ever depicted.

1. Always show love and respect for all the
prophets of Allah.

2. Always follow the Sunnah and manners of
Prophet Muhammad.

3. Say "Salla-Atllahu Alayhi wa Sallam” or "Alay-his-
Salam” whenever you hear or say the name of Prophet
Muhammad or other prophets.

A10 |




. Chapter Review

CRirie

Why do you think Allah chose humans, not angels, for example, to be
prophets and messengers?

Lessor Rovdiens ke
‘M@x’p
TI\ What does Islam teach about prophets? Quote two verses from

the Qur’an.
How many prophets are mentioned in the Holy Qur’an?

@ Explain how prophets were ordinary men. Why did Allah choose
these individuals?

o What were two ways in which these ordinary men learned that
they were prophets?

& Why did Allah <i£ provide some of His prophets with miracles?
What are some of the characteristics of a prophet?

Which prophets are not mentioned by name in today’s Bible?

Dawood, Yahya Thul-Kifl, Ayyoub and Ya’qoub?

0 What are the English Biblical names for Prophets Younus,
@ What is the significance of Prophet Muhammad i ?

List three ways Muslims can show respect to the prophets.

A11




Prophets and messengers were
great people selected by Allah to
show people the straight path.
They came from different places
and spoke different languages, but

After the creation of Adam, just
one original message has been
repeatedly delivered to mankind
throughout the history of humanity.
All prophets taught their peoples
about the oneness of Allah, or
Tawheed, and the proper way to
worship Him. They also taught peo-
ple how to be righteous and lead
positive and happy lives. Allah's
message has been the same mes-
sage from the first prophet, Adam
to the last prophet, Muhammad 3z .

A12

they all conveyed the same mes-
sage of Islam. They all focused on
the most important concept of
Islam, tawheed. Some of them
were anbiyaa’, or prophets, and
others were rusul, or messengers.

Prophet: Nabiy
Prophets: Anbiyaa' <
Messenger: rasool  Js)

s

messengers: Rusul  J—)

God gave them all His guidance and
charged them with the task of con-
veying that guidance to His people.
The Prophet’s iz mission was to
encourage people to believe in the
One True God, obey Him, do good,
and avoid evil.

In Surat-ul-A'raaf, Allah tells us
that although He sent different
prophets to different peoples in dif-
ferent times, they all had the same
message, "God is One, and He is the
only One to worship.”
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We sent Nuh to his people. He said: "O my people! Worship Altah! You have no
other god but Him. Truly | fear for you the punishment of painful day.” [7:59]

/,« 2%
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To the people of Aad, (We sent) Hud, one of their (own) brethren. He said: "O my
people! Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him, will you not, then, seek
protection.” [7:65]

l
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To the people of Thamood (We sent) Salih, one of their own brethren. He said:
'O my people| Worship Allah; you have no other god but Him.” [7:73]

" _u,m{,:jg’p w) 5 e Ll BASE s JE et PRt
To the people of Madyan, We sent Shu'ayb, one of their own brethren, he said: "O
my people! Worship Allah; you have no other god but Him.” [7:85]

PP .
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Not a messenger did We send before thee without this inspiration sent by Us to
him: that there is no God but |; therefore worship and serve Me. [21: 25]

oy

= Allah, The One True Creator

Prophets The Message

Adam God is One

pe= Nuh God is One
—==_ Abraham God is One
= Moses God is One
Jesus God is One

= Muhammad God is One

A13
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The terms "prophets” and "mes-
sengers’ are sometimes used as if
they always mean the same thing.
This is not the case all of the
time. All prophets shared one
common message, Islam. And all
prophets were required to imple-
ment Islam in their own lives and
guide their families too. However,
some of the prophets were also
messengers. Those messengers
were ordered by Allah to deliver
Allah’s message to many other
people.

A rasool means a person who is
assigned to deliver Allah's message
to the people of his tribe or in his
area. The rasool, then, is a
prophet whom Allah ordered to
guide a large number of people to

worshipping God and practicing
Islam. This was a very important
role given to messengers in addi-
tion to the responsibilities of
prophethood.

Of the many prophets Allah

4 sent, only 25 are men-

tioned by name in the Quran. All
of them were messengers except
Prophet Adam. He lived alone on
Earth with his small family.
Therefore, he was not ordered to
convey Allah’'s message outside of
his family. All the other prophets
mentioned in the Qur'an from Nuh
to Muhammad were rusul, or mes-
sengers. It should be noted here
that Prophet Nuh was the first of
Allah’s messengers.

Contrasting Prophets and Massengers

Description
Great people i i
Human beings * *
Men & *
Given divine messages * *
Must deliver the message to many other people 2

Perhaps given books

A14




‘ CORRECTION

Many people think that messengers are only those who
received books from God. That is not true. There are messen-
gers who did not receive books. Allah said in the Qur'an that
Prophets Isma'eel, Lut, Yousuf, llyas, Younus, Salih, Hud and
others are rusul, or messengers, although they did not receive
books. Look at the following ayaat:

LA PR Pt ALY :E/ o e 2rsa
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And mention Isma’eel in the Book; surely he was truthful in
(his) promise, and he was a messenger, a prophet. [19:54]

Yy ;QUL.A\;{ @CJQT;; U’,Ulf,l; }
And Ilyas was most surely one of the messengers. [37:123]
Yy ;c;,uu\{ ;\pﬂfg@j :,:\J };
And Lut was most surely one of the messengers. [37:133]
\r‘\;c_.uu\{ ")}}fbﬂ\;’j;jj’; . %

And Younus was most surely one of the messengers. [37:139]
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The main role of the messenger
is to convey the message of Allah
to his people. Allah says:

AV Ol e di{’&lﬁgl‘))i&i&;c }

“The Messenger's duty is but to
convey (the Message)...” [3:81]

Allah also says:
“O Apostle! Proclaim the (Message)
which has been sent to you from
your Lord. If you do not, you will
not have fulfilled (your obligation)
and taught His message.” [5:67]

As you learned earlier, messen-
gers were given the responsibility
of teaching their people Islam.
Each messenger was only responsi-
ble for conveying Allah's message
to his people. They were not
responsible for bringing the mes-
sage to people outside of their
areas, unless Allah ordered them
to do so. The situation of Prophet
Muhammad was different. He was
sent as a messenger and guide for

\.

his people and for all of
humankind. Allah says:

s s o {fj’/ “ Stk v,
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“We have not sent you but as a
universal (Messenger) to mankind,
giving them glad tidings, and
warning them (against sin), but
most people do not understand.”
[34:28]

During his 23 years as a messen-
ger, he taught the people of Arabia
the message of Islam, and all of
Arabia became a Muslim nation.
Before he died, he sent his ambas-
sadors with messages to the kings
of Persia, the Roman Empire,
Egypt, and other nations outside
of Arabia inviting them to Islam.
Some of these nations, as well as
others not mentioned, accepted
Islam after the passing of Prophet
Muhammad i .

messengers are sent to:

1. Teach Allah’s message of faith
2. Teach people how to worship
their Creator

3. Show people how to live moral
and happy lives.

ﬂéﬂ




The Prophet's Mosque in Madinah

All prophets were chosen by
God, and their messages were
equally true. However, their mis-
sions varied. The messengers
before the Prophet Muhammad i
were only given teachings for their
nations. During those times,
except for trade or war, nations
didn’t interact with each other.
Furthermore, the teachings of
each prophet lasted for a limited
time, after which God would send
another prophet to revise some of
the teachings for the new circum-
stances.

But eventually the time came to
unite all nations with a single reli-
gion. Allah wanted humankind to
live in peace as one nation. For
this purpose God sent Prophet
Muhammad #: to all mankind. Allah
entrusted him to deliver His teach-
ings to the whole world and for
eternity. This teaching is Islam in
its complete form.

Prophet Muhammad's iz mission
was to confirm the basic teachings
of Islam that other prophets had
taught. He also came with many
additional teachings and guidance
for the good of mankind. Islam as

A17
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we know it now is a comprehen-
sive and perfect way of life. If
people follow this guidance, they
will live happily in this life, and
win the wonderful Paradise in the
after life.

Prophet Muhammad :: is the
final Prophet and Messenger. He
brought us the final message from
God, the Qur'an. No true prophet
or messenger will come after
Prophet Muhammad, and no divine
message will come after Al-Qur'an.
Allah says in Al-Qur'an:

SO o A WAZ 500
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“Muhammad is not the father
of any of your men, but he is the
Messenger of Allah and the Last of
the Prophets; and Allah is knowl-
eageable of all things.” [33:40]

Al-Qur'an's message confirms
but replaces all former holy books
and scriptures that people
changed or were lost over time.

While all prophets and mes-
sengers taught the same message
of tawheed, only five were given
revelations in the form of a book.
These books contained the mes-
sage of tawheed along with other
teachings such as morality, wor-
ship, the Day of Judgment, and

g e

A [Inside the Prophet's Mosque in
Madinah

Anyone who claims to be a
prophet after Prophet Muhammad
gz is a false prophet. And any
claimed divine message after the
Quran is not from God.

It is unfortunate that there are
a few groups that claim to be
Muslims, but they believe in a
prophet after Prophet Muhammad.
These groups cannot be Muslim.
The Qur’an confirms that Prophet
Muhammad #z is the last and the
seal of all Prophets and messen-
gers. Al-Quran, too, is the final
message from God.

the belief in Heaven and Hell. The
messengers whom we are told
received books are Prophet
Ibraheem, Prophet Dawood,
Prophet Musa, Prophet Isa, and
Prophet Muhammad peace be upon
all of them. These messengers
received special books that had
specific names:
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P_ro'phet'-

Prophet |braheem

Al-Suhuf bl ] G
Prophet Musa At-Tawrah (Torah) 514l
Prophet Dawood Zaboor (Psalms) By
Prophet Isa Al-Injeel (Bible) £
Prophet Muhammad  Al-Qur'an ol

As you learned earlier, Prophet
Nuh was the first messenger.
However, the first messenger who
received a written message was
Prophet Ibraheem. He was given
the first scripture known as the
Suhuf, or the scrolls. The Suhuf
contained the true message of
tawheed along with other teach-

ings of Allah ¥, However, many

o®
years after he died, people began
to corrupt and change the true
teachings described in the Suhuf.
This caused the people to eventu-
ally forget the true message of

Allah 4z . The need for another

written message or a book became
urgent. Prophet Musa was chosen
to be the next messenger. Allah#ig

gave him At-Tawrah (the Torah) as
a guide for his people. Some time
after his death, Prophet Dawood
and Prophet Isa were sent as mes-
sengers. They too offered to their
peoples books of God. As before,

A20

their people after them corrupted
the original teachings.

The last and seal of all prophets
was Muhammad iz . Allah 4z pro-
vided Prophet Muhammad = with
Al-Qur’an. Al-Qur’an has never
changed since its revelation more
than 1,400 years ago and it will
remain unchanged until the Day of
Judgment. It is exactly the same as
it was when first revealed by Allah
d= . Allah promised in the Qur’an
that He will protect His last book
against any change or loss.

Allah says:

o (SR 00 SHTSEG 3

“We revealed this book and We
will surely protect it.”
[Surat-ul-Hijr 15:9]

Subhanallah! This is why there
was no need for another prophet
or messenger after Prophet
Muhammad iz .




Chapter Review

1. Compare and contrast the characteristics of Allah’s prophets and mes-
sengers.

2. What are the similarities and differences between prophets and other
great Muslim personalities?

3. List all the suwar in the Qur’an that are named after prophets or mes-
sengers.

o2 | e,
- B e

What is the message that all prophets taught to their families and peoples?
What are the similarities between prophets and messengers?

&) What is the difference between a prophet and a messenger?

@ How many prophets and messengers are mentioned in the Qur'an altogether?

How many were prophets and how many were messengers?
<J Did all messengers receive books from Allah? Explain.

Draw a table showing the names of the messengers who received books,
and the names of these books.
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Tawheed-ul-Khaliq 38 4>
Tawheed-ul-ebadah 3:stadi 4> 5
Tawheed-ul-Asmaa’-was- sbYia>g
Sifaat —u=y
Shahadah (testimony of faith) 34>
Kufr A5
Shirk 25

The Meaning of Tawheed

Tawheed is an Arabic word which means believing in and worshipping one
God. tawheed is the most important belief in Islam. The English word for
tawheed is monotheism.

Surat-ul-lkhlas is one of the shortest suwar (plural of surah) in Al-Qur’an.
But, it is one of the most important. This surah explains the idea of
tawheed. tawheed simply means the belief in one God, the true Creator of
the universe, and worshipping Him alone.

Allah is “One” without a partner and unique without a match. Allah is the
first and the last, and He knows everything. He is the only One worthy of
worship, and no one is capable of being God except Him. Believing in
tawheed (monotheism) is the most important part of being a Muslim. Do you
know that a person cannot become a Muslim without saying the Shahadah?
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| bear witness there is no god but Allah (God)
and that Muhammad is the Messenger of God.

| Holy Qur’an

‘r{‘ . - i‘;"‘-
=y (2] A M T
:giﬁﬁf I - IJI & ,
d:JA d § G #§
¢ Surat-ul-tkhias ; o
X 3

SR o =z "y w . e o
P ASCE 0 30315 30 A RS0 S By
c & >

A7
2=

<& <~ . = - - o
b QL LREEk s T RANSUITERATION T 20 e 5&
«&dl 1] Qul huw-Allahu ahad =,;,
Y| [2]Allah-us-samad

o3| [3]1Lam yalid walam yoolad £

(4

L
Piva o
P T
\ﬁ.é?"

2

[4] Walam yakul lahu kufuwan ahad

S '8
R UNDERSTOOD MEANING %

N4{| [1] Say: "Allah is the one and only God. g

J8ll  [2] Allah needs no one, but all need Him. 2y
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[3] He has no child, nor was He born.
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Kufr and Shirk

Some people think that there is it is the opposite of tawheed
no god. They claim that the uni- (monotheism). Therefore, shirk is
verse somehow just happened the act of believing in or worship-
without a creator. This is called ping false gods in addition to our
kufr s or disbelief. Others think true Creator.
that there are many gods who All of these beliefs are rejected
helped create this world. This is in Istam. In fact, to disbelieve in
called shirk s,5 (polytheism) and God or to believe in another cre-

ator or creators is the worst possi-
ble sin. Allah says:

‘\
55 A8 s A I BB S5 e IR TV AR )
$A :.-.um.{ L-—:-E-“‘ \_,__-,’

“Allah does not forgive associating partners with Him; but He may
forgive anything else, to whom He pleases; to set up partners with
Allah is to commit a most heinous sin indeed.” [4:48]

. J

The Three Parts of Tawheed

In order to understand the idea of tawheed, scholars in Islam have
divided tawheed into three different parts.

Tawheed-ul-Khaliq 3 3-| L= ¢ : Belief in One Creator
&

Tawheed-ul-Khalig, which schol- Allah (God) is the only creator of

ars also call “ i, 5.5 Tawheed-ur- the world. God alone is the One
Ruboobiyyah,” is to believe that Who created the universe. As you
|

‘ A24




Stone Fish. Yes this is a fish, NOT a stone. Can you see its mouth or eyes?

learned earlier, one of Allah’s

names is Al Khaliqg, or The Creator.

Tawheed-ul-Khaliq also means
that Allah alone provides care to
all of His creations. He alone con-
trols the universe and allows

| IV(‘)F()G ()f U Sdorr '_;S;

things to happen. When something
happens, it only happens with
Allah’s permission.

Tawheed-ul-Khaliq is also called
tawheed-ur-Ruboobiyyah which
means belief in one lord.

= = T
_4.&- \W) 5» @‘Ji@-w\b N

L .é‘ ‘ ’ '
.

“Allah is the Creator of all things.” 13:16
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A Do you know what this beautiful flower is?

The Prophet Muhammad 2 explained
the concept of Allah’s control over the
universe. He said: "If all of mankind gath-
ered together in order to help you, they
would only be able to help you as much

Tawheed-ul-lbadah :sLsi.- 5 is one
of the most important parts of
tawheed. Tawheed-ul-Ibadah,
which is also called Tawheed-ul-
Uloohiyyah . ¥1..-5 means that no

one has the right to be worshipped
but Allah. When we pray, give zakat
(alms), and fast in Ramadan, it is
all done in the name of Allah.

A26

as Allah had already permitted. Also, if all
of mankind gathered together to harm

you, they would only be able to harm you
as much as Allah had already permitted.”

e Tawheed-ul-lbadah S:l.,aj\ J»> & 1 Worshipping One God

All actions of ibadah should be
done for Allah alone. Worshipping
others instead of Allah, or even
worshipping others along with
Allah, is the greatest sin anyone
can commit. Many people worship
people, saints, idols, animals,
planets or other things. They think
these things lead to God, or they
are parts of God. This is not




e

Salah is the act of worshipping the One True God.

tawheed, and these practices are
rejected in Islam.

Ibadah should be done
directly to Allah, not through any-
one or anything else. For example,
many people think that they have
to pray or communicate with God
through a religious person or a
religious leader. When they ask

God for forgiveness, they do it
through a saint or a religious per-
son. In Islam, you pray, make sup-
plication (du’aa’), and perform all
acts of worship to Allah directly.
Muslims repent and seek His for-
giveness privately. Allah can see
and hear you whenever you say or
even whisper your prayers, no
matter where you are. He is very
loving and very close to us.

} )
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Say, “l am commanded to worship Allah alone, and not to join partners
with Him. Unto Him do | call, and unto Him is my return.” [13:36]
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And your Lord says, “Call on Me; | will answer your (Prayer).” [40:60]

\_,._aov_._....n.\su\.c.s 13} t.ﬂii_;:’s&»- u‘;—ﬁgélgg‘g;‘ Lﬁ“ /\:l,/ }
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When My servants ask you about Me, | am indeed close (to them):
| listen to the prayer of everyone when he calls on Me. Let them also
listen to My call, and believe in Me so they may walk in the right way.
[2:186]

\_ Ahadeeth Shareefah | )
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Belief in the high attributes of the One True God

Allah is One, but He has ninety-
nine names or attributes that we
are made aware of. We under-
stand who our Creator is through
His many names. Each attribute
has a meaning that is only for
God. Tawheed-ul-Asmaa’ was-
Sifaat means that Allah's names
and attributes can only describe
Him and no one else. For example,

one of Allah's names is Al-Qawiyy,
or the Powerful. A human being
can also be described as powerful,
or qawiyy. We can say that he or
she is a powerful fighter, or a
strong leader. However, they are
not nearly as powerful as Allah.
The name of the attribute is per-
haps the same, but the meaning
and quality of it is extremely dif-
ferent.

i e@'@? L

)

names.

noan | GATACNTG AN VA,
Allah! there is no god but He! To Him belong the Most Beautiful

[20:8] )
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Benefits of Tawheed
@ It makes us depend on Allah alone and not fear people. Tawheed
teaches us that no one can hurt us without the permission of the

Creator.
@ It makes people equal since all are created by the same One Creator.
€@ It unites humanity since it teaches us believe in the same God, the

same message, and perform the same kinds of worship.

It frees man from worshipping other humans.

|___ Hadeeth Shareef | )
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|

Explain the differences among the three kinds of tawheed.

4
-4

4

(1) What is the meaning of tawheed?

What is the first thing that a person says when he or she
becomes a Muslim?

@ Explain Kufr and Shirk.

o Name and briefly explain the three different parts of tawheed.

What are the benefits of believing in tawheed?
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@ What is the opposite of tawheed?
€) What does shirk mean?
Q How bad is it to believe in or worship anything other than God?

Shirk (Polytheism) 4,

WO rd Mushrik 2,2

Shirk Al Asghar %1 8,23
Ar-Riyaa’  su)}
Sihr e

In the lesson about tawheed we
learned how Islam stresses the
importance of the One and Only
God. In this lesson we are going to
learn about shirk, which means
believing in other Gods along with
Allah and worshipping them. Shirk
is @ major sin in Islam and in this
lesson we will learn why.




k]

Shirk s,5 is the opposite of
tawheed. If tawheed is to worship
the One and only God, then shirk
is to worship something other than
Allah. Shirk is the worst sin in
Islam. A person who falls into Shirk
is called 1,2 Mushrik. Allah says

in the Qur’an:

\.:;4»';3 ‘A‘j‘}/"‘:'_j , *g }
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“Surely Allah does not forgive
that anything should be associated
with Him, and forgives what is
besides that to whomsoever He
pleases; and whoever worships
anything with Allah, he indeed
commits a great sin.” [4:48]

Human beings were created to
worship Allah, their only true
Creator, Who is also the Creator of
the whole universe. Allah ﬂ(ﬁ; says

in the Qur’an:

" LJ\{,@\.\,)\ 5 s fux,m}

“Allah is the Creator of all
things, and He is the One, the
Supreme.” [13:16]

o d
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“l have not created jinn or
mankind except for my worship.”
[51:56]

By committing shirk a person is
going against the statement of
tawheed.

ANy Al Y

a ilaha illAllah

People become Muslim when
they believe in and declare the
Shahadah, but they depart from
Islam when they act against it.
Believing in other gods beside
Allah is an act against Shahadah
and causes a person to go away
from tawheed and out of Islam.

Islam is a religion that teaches
pure monotheism. Monotheism
means the belief in One God only.
Remember how the Arabs during
Jahiliyyah used to practice poly-
theism, which is believing in and
worshipping many gods. Both the
Qur’an and Sunnah of the Prophet

Muhammad 3¢ stress that there is
only one God.
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Some people during ancient times invented false religions which called to worship many ia
instead of worshipping Allah, the One and only true Creator of man and the universe.

In the tawheed lesson we men-
tioned 3 different categories of
tawheed. In the section that you
are about to read we will revisit
the three categories of tawheed,

o Shirk in Ar-Ruboobiyyah

As Muslims we believe that it is
Allah alone Who creates, controls
and maintains the universe. The
belief that other people or things
shared in the act of creating, con-
trolling and or maintaining the
universe is a form of shirk. For
example, ancient Greeks and
Romans used to believe in many

but this time we will look at how
shirk can be committed by acting
against the three different cate-
gories of tawheed.

Ayl 8,0

gods and goddesses. Their gods
had names like Zeus, Athena, Eros
and Mercury. In Arabia and else-
where, they used to worship idols
and statues hoping that they
would help them get closer to
God. In Hinduism, a religion fol-
lowed in India and other parts of
the world, people also believe in

] A34




Some idol worshippers made their false gods from gold, but this does not make

their false beliefs true.

and worship many gods and god-
desses. Each god or goddess has a
role to play in creating or control-
ling parts of this world.
AstaghfiruAllah! This is a form of
shirk and Islam rejects all shirk.

Many Christians believe that God
has three parts:

1. God the father,

2. God the son, or Jesus Christ

3. God the Holy Spirit.

In Christianity this is known as
the Trinity. It says that the one God
consists of three persons.

As Muslims we know that God is
the only Creator of the Universe.
God or Allah does not have a father
Or a son and cannot be divided into
two or three persons.

.

Many of the people who wor-
ship idols, people or other things
believe in God as the Creator of
the world. But they think that God
somehow is also part of these
things or people that they wor-
ship. Others do not believe in one
God, but believe in many gods.
These imagined gods and goddess-
es sometimes fight and disagree.
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e Shirk in Ibadah salall 88,5

There are a few categories of
shirk in ibadah, or worship.

Types of Shirk in Ibadah

Anyone who directs any act of
worship to something other than
Allah falls into shirk. Worshipping
humans, animals, idols or anything
else is strictly forbidden in Islam.
Actions involving prayer, supplica-
tion, bowing and prostration are
clear examples of worship. Those
who commit this type of shirk
have moved away from Islam.
However, there are other exam-
ples of worshipping other than
Allah which can be also described
as acts of shirk. Sadly, some
Muslims worship saints or travel to
graves to ask for help from dead
people. They make tawaaf around
these graves and they sacrifice in
the name of the dead people. All
of these are major forms of shirk
and must be avoided. We must
offer our worship only to Allah,
not to anyone or anything else.

In the Qur’an, Allah says

P4 b - < ”:
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“Say, ‘“Truly, my prayer, my sac-
rifice, my life and my death are
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all for Allah, Lord of the worlds’.”
[6:162]

As you learned earlier, shirk will
not be forgiven and whoever dies
while committing it will not be
able to enter Jannah. But remem-
ber, Allah is Al Ghafoor, which
means the Most Forgiving. Allah
will accept the repentance of
those who repent before they die
and they will inshaAllah, be forgiv-
en.

Ash-Shirk-ul-Asghar

gl Y Ll a
(The Minor Shirk)

There are other types of shirk
in worship and they are described
as Ash-Shirk-ul-Asghar. Although
these acts do not necessarily auto-
matically take the person beyond
the path of Islam, they are still
very serious sins.

Mahmood Ibn Lubayd reported that

Prophet Muhammad g said:

“The thing that | fear for you
the most is minor shirk.”
The companions asked “O
Messenger of Allah what is
minor shirk?” He replied,
“Showing off (Ar- Riyaa’), for
Allah will say on the Day of




Judgment when people are Ar-Riyaa’ is having insincere
receiving their réwards, ‘Go intentions and performing acts of
to those whom you were worship in order to show off to
showing off to in the world other people. A person is commit-
and see if you can get any ting riyaa’ if he/she prays in front
reward from them.’”’ of people just so the people can

think that he or she is a very good
Muslim. 1t is very important for a
person to make sure that he/she
has pure intentions to only please
Allah and nobody else.

Always purify your intention when you perform
good deeds. Avoid riyaa’ or it will wipe out your
rewards.

Other forms of minor shirk
involve:

» Swearing by other than
Allah. Once, Abdullah Ibn Omar .

4l .2, SAW @ man swearing by his

father, and another swearing by
Al-Ka’bah, so he told them not to
do that. Then he said: “| heard

Prophet Muhammad 42 once
saying:

| i) 338 L)l yudy (4l (ye

Here, rasoolullah means minor

‘Whoever swears by other than shirk.

All '
shi?l?, ,h’?s EOMMILLSS Arjachel » Following one’s desires

while not obeying Allah and His
Prophet. Some people love money,
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games, fame and other worldly
things more than they love Allah.
They will do forbidden things to
have more fun. They do such
things even if they have to disobey
Allah and displease Him. Some
people even skip prayers in order
to keep playing video games or
watch TV. To them, their desires

are more important than Allah 4 .
Allah says in the Qur’an,
RO IREIORA)

(5

“Have you then seen the one
who follows his low desire as
god, and Allah has made him
go astray although he has
knowledge?” [45:23]

Always obey Allah first, and avoid disobeying Him for
a little fun in this life.




» Wearing charms or using
spells to weaken jinn or evil spir-
its. Some people wear certain
charms and use spells to protect
themselves or children from jinn.
They think that these things have
the power to protect them from
the harm of devils. These people
are committing minor acts of
shirk. Instead, they should pray,
read Qur'an, or make dua’a to
Allah, asking Him for His protec-
tion. This is what rasoolullah used
to do when he wanted Allah’s pro-
tection against evil powers.

P To believe in fortune telling
and fortune tellers. Prophet

Muhammad £ once said,
. A48 J 3_§.,3 Loy ddus Lials \5_“ Cya
2 sana e Uyl L
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\/ f@? Shirk in Al-Asmaa’ was-Sifaat

You learned earlier that Allah
has the greatest names and attrib-
utes. They are also called Al-
Asmaa’-ul-Husna. Therefore, you
know that God is unique and none
is like Him. However, many people
fall into shirk because they do not
believe in the names and attrib-
utes of God properly. They may
give God some names or attributes
that are unfitting to Allah ds .

Here are examples of shirk in Al-

“Whoever visits a fortune teller
and believes in what he says, he has
disbelieved in what has been
revealed to Muhammad,” Reported
by Imam Abu Dawood.

Reading horoscopes, for example,
is a type of fortune telling. Muslims
must avoid reading them and believ-
ing them.

It is important to understand that
just because these forms of shirk are
called minor shirk, it does not mean
that they are not serious. The reason
they are called minor shirk is
because they are not as obvious as
compared to major shirk. Sometimes
it is hard for a person to know they
are committing Ash-Shirk-ul-Asghar.
So, we should be very careful not to
commit Ash-Shirk-ul-Asghar.

Oladll g clow ¥l 38,5

Asmaa’ and As-Sifaat.

P An-Nafi: Denying the great
attributes of Allah. Some people
deny that Allah has the greatest
qualities and attributes. They say
the names of God like Ar-Rahman,
Al-Kareem, or Al-Qawiyy have no
actual meaning. They claim that
God is not merciful or generous or
powerful, and that these are just
empty names. This is the worst
type of shirk in Al-Asmaa’ and As-
Sifaat. Allah has the best names
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and attributes and He is so great
because thédse attributes are real
and actual.

P> At-Tashbeeh: Giving Allah
ungodly attributes. Some people
give God human qualities, like get-
ting sick, tired, jealous or greedy.
Astaghfirullah! For example, some
religious books say that God creat-
ed the world in six days, got tired
then He rested on the seventh day.
This is very wrong. God is like no
other and that means we cannot
compare Him to humans or to any
of His creations.

P At-Tahreef: Changing the
meaning of God’s attributes. Some
people understand the meaning of

Allah created jinns, animals,
humans, and many other things. But
Allah says that man is created in
the highest of forms. This means
that human beings are put above all
other creations. Humans are known
as Khaleefat-ullah fil-Ardh (the
vicegerents of Allah on Earth).
When a person commits shirk, then
he falls from a very high status to
the lowest one.

A40

God’s names or attributes in an
incorrect manner. We should
always understand the meaning of
Allah’s names and attributes the
way God or the Prophet explain
then. For example, some would
say that God’s name Al-Wadood
does not mean the loving, because
that makes God emotional like
people or animals. Therefore,
when Allah describes Himself in
the Qur’an as loving this thing or
that, they say it means that Allah
wants it. That is also wrong. Allah
loves people and His good cre-
ation, but the quality of His love is
greater and different than that of
people or animals.

Allah says:

e A LIS UL Wy agd
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“Whoever claims partners unto
Allah, it is as if he had fallen from
the sky and the birds had snatched
him or the wind had blown him to

a very low place.” [Surat-ul-Hajj
22:31]
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It is because of shirk that many
people believe in the powers of
jinnand spirits. Some people think
fortune tellers can predict the
future or cause something to hap-
penor not to happen. They do
that because they don't have
proper faith and tawheed in their
hearts. All these are forms of evil
practices that lead to shirk.

&)

Injustice means to deny some-
one’s right or to treat someone
unfairly. By worshipping and prais-
ing something instead of Allah, we
are being ungrateful and unjust to
Allah. Only Allah has the right to
be worshipped.

4

.

A person who commits shirk
lives in constant fear and anxiety.
He fears powers like this idol, or
that fire, or that spirit etc. While

s
{\[\—_’].- ——

Abu Hurayrah i .2, narrated
that rasoolullah £& said:
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“Avoid the destructive sins;
shirk and witchcraft.”

Reported in Al-Bukhari
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“Lugman said to his son while
advising him, ‘Oh my son! Do not
call partners to Allah. Indeed shirk
is a great injustice.’”

[Lugman 31: 13]

trying to make one idol happy, he
is afraid another one will be angry
with him. Remember that we
should only fear Allah.
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ldols that used to be worshipped by disbelievers in Arabia and around the world

©

Heaven is forbidden to those win Jannah. This is because they
who associate partners with Allah. disbelieve in Allah or worship oth-
No person who commits shirk will ers with Him. Allah describes this
be allowed to enter Paradise. Also, in the Qur’an:

Allah does not accept the good
deeds of a mushrik. Therefore, // > ,L..a\.» «3\ L/_;_b)

those who commit shirk will have
no rewards for whatever good

{ A AL
deeds they do in this life. Allah

will reward them during this life “And We will come to what
only by giving them more wealth, deeds they have done, so We shall
health and entertainment. But make them as scattered floating
they will not win any rewards in dust.” [25:23]

the next life and they will never
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The People of Prophet Musa

The people of Prophet Musa
had to leave their homes in
Egypt to escape the evil
Pharaoh. While searching for a
new home, Musa’s people wan-
dered in the desert of Sinai for
many years. One day, Musa
a3l e received Allah'’s order to

climb a high mountain there.
Prophet Musa i« had to stay

there for forty days and nights
praying to Allah and listening to
what Allah would tell him and
his people. But forty days and
nights seemed a very long time.
And while Musa ;5. 4 was away,

his people became impatient.
They decided to make a calf out
of gold and worship it. When
Musa i1k came down from the

mountain, he saw the calf and
became very angry. He smashed
the calf into pieces and scolded
his people so much that they felt
ashamed of themselves. “You
must never, ever worship any-
thing else apart from Allah,”
Musa 5k instructed them.

Ad4

Musa .. had brought a

book to his people which Allah
had revealed to him on the
mountain. This book is called At-
Tawrah, or the Torah. In At-
Tawrah, it is stated that men
should never worship anything
else except Allah. They must
never kill a fellow man. They
must not take things which do
not belong to them. They must
be good to their parents and to
one another.

Prophet Musa’s people under-
stood then that they had been
very ungrateful to Allah. It was
Allah Who had created them and
saved them from Pharaoh and
his soldiers. They prayed to Allah
and thanked Him for what He
had done for them. They asked
for His forgiveness and made a
promise that they would do good
deeds.

Allah i, st~ forgave those
who were ashamed of the bad
deeds they had done and wanted
to return to Allah.




Chapter Review

1. Why is shirk the worst sin man can ever commit?

2. Why do you think Allah would not accept the good deeds of a person if
he or she is a mushrik?

() Whatis shirk?

Describe how one can commit shirk in tawheed-ur-Ruboobiyyah?
@ Describe how one can commit shirk in tawheed-ul-Ibadah?
e Describe how one can commit shirk in tawheed-ul-Asmaa’ Wassifaat?
5

Does Allah forgive shirk? Support your answer with an ayah from
the Holy Qur’an.

Is Ash-Shirk-ul-Asghar not very important?
i @ What are the five effects of committing shirk?

How did the people of Musa .5« commit shirk?

Y — A45
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. Amma yatasa’aloon
. An-in-naba-il ‘athee
. Allathee hum feehi mukhtalifoon
. Kalla saya’lamoon
. Thumma kalla saya‘lamoon
. Alam naj’al-il-arda mihada
. Waljibala awtada
. Wakhalagnakum azwaja
. Waja’alna nawmakum subata
. Waja’alnal-layla libasa
. Waja’alna-nnahara ma'asha
. Wabanayna fawgakum sab’an shidada
. Waja’alna sirajaw-wahhaja
. Wa-anzalna min-al-mu’sirati ma’an thajjaja
. Linukbhrija bihi habbaw-wanabata
. Wajannatin alfafa

UNDERSTOOD MEANING

[78:1] About what do they ask one another?

[78:2] About the great event,

[78:3] About which they disagree

[78:4] Nay! they shall soon come to know

[78:5] Nay! Nay! they shall soon know.

[78:6] Didn’t We make the Earth a landscape?

[78:7] And made the mountains as pegs?

[78:8] And We created you in pairs,

[78:9] And We made your sleep to be rest (to you),
[78:10] And We made the night to be a covering,

[78:11] And We made the day for seeking livelihood
[78:12] And We made above you seven strong [heavens],
[78:13] And We made [the sun as] a shining lamp
[78:14] And We send down from the clouds water pouring heavily,
[78:15] So that We bring forth seeds and plants,
[78:16] And lush gardens dense and luxuriant.
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UNDERSTOOD MEANING

[78:17] Surely the Day of Judgment has a fixed time:
[78:18] That day on which the trumpet shall be blown so you
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M| shall come in large groups,
_Z4d| [78:19] And the heaven shall be opened and it shall have gates,
[78:20] And the mountains shall be moved and turn as a mirage R¢g

o1l [78:21] Surely hell is in wait,
=¢&a| [78:22] For the evil people, it is their home
[78:23] Living therein for ages.
W [78:24] They shall not taste therein cool nor drink
- 8| [78:25] But boiling and extremely cold fluids,

BEY

8

I

; Eé [78:26] A penalty that fits their deeds %

? & % [78:27] Surely, they didn’t expect to be questioned, % D}

i [78:28] And they disbelieved in our verses. 8

g v 74| [78:29] And We have recorded everything in a book, 52 _
tg% [78:30] So taste! for We will give nothing more except pun- i
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. Inna lilmuttaqeena mafaza
32. Hada-iqga wa’aa’naba

33. Wakawa’iba atraba

34. Waka'san dihaga

35. La yasma’oona feeha laghwaw-wala kiththaba

36. Jaza’an mir-rabbika ‘ata’an hisaba

37. Rabb-is-samawati wal-ardi wama baynahuma-rrahmani la
yamlikoona minhu khitaba

38. Yawma yagoom-ur-roohu walmala-ikatu saffal la yatakallam-
oona illa man athina lah-ur-rahmanu wagala sawaba

39. Thalik-al-yawm-ul-haqqu faman sha’a-ttakhatha ila rabbihi
ma’aba

40. Inna antharnakum ‘athaban gareebay-yawma yanthur-ul-
mar’o ma qaddamat yadahu wayaqool-ul-kafiru ya laytanee kuntu
turaba

UNDERSTOOD MEANING

[78:31] Surely, the pious will win,

[78:32] Gardens and vineyards,

[78:33] and women of equal age;

[78:34] And a pure cup.

[78:35] They shall not hear therein any vain words or lying.

3| [78:36] A reward from your Lord, a gift for their deeds:

=&z | [78:37] The Lord of the heavens and the Earth and what is between
them, the Most Merciful, they shall not be able to talk to Him.
[78:38] The day on which the spirit and the angels shall stand in
line; they shall not speak except those whom Allah permits and
who speaks the right thing.

[78:39] That is the day of truth, so whoever wants may take the
protection of his Lord.

[78:40] Surely We have warned you of a near punishment: the day ¢
when man shall see what he did before, and the unbeliever shall
say: Oh! | wish | was dust!
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MANY
PROPHETS,

ONE
GOD

fl Prophets Hud B2
Prophets Salih B12
Prophet Lut and the People of B22
Sodom
CHAPTER 4) Turning to Allah: The Story Of B34
— - Prophet Younus
i B64
|
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Pre-readiieg

L= - ===l

@ Who were the people of ‘Aad?

@ What did the people of ‘Aad Worship?

€) Whom did Allah choose as a prophet for ‘Aad?
How did the people of 'Aad reject Prophet Hud?
) How did Allah punish the disbelievers among the people of 'Aad?

Many
years after
Prophet
Nuh a3l ae,
: gl there lived
R “avery
industrious, hardworking people.
They were the people of "Aad s..

B2

Hud s

Aad >«
Iram )l
Ubar

'‘Aad was a King and he was also
the grandson of Prophet Nuh. This
is why his people and offspring
were called the people of 'Aad.
The people of 'Aad lived in an
ancient city called ,, Iram, a

place in the south of present day
Saudia Arabia near the borders of




Yemen and Oman. Allah blessed
them with great wealth and they
lived life in peace and comfort.
Allah 4 gave them many bless-

ings and made them very success-
ful traders. They were very strong
physically and there was no dis-
ease in their society. The people
of 'Aad built large and beautiful
houses. On every hill they built a
tower, and they were very proud
of their beautiful buildings.

A Reyad CRyath) -
» R Maetissh tMealian

el
L Mklah (Ao s)

aPuil Sudam

SALIDI ARAEIA- :~Quu~kr-' 0

Allah is i1 Al-Mughni; The Giver of Wealth.
All money or wealth people have is from Allah.
@ / /” s }'
{ ) G0 68 500 %
“And He is the One who gives wealth and belongings.” [53:48]
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The Ancient City of Ubar

- e - ———

UBAR-A wealthy incense trad-
ing post was said to be lost
beneath the desert sands of
Saudi Arabia. The Koran-the holy
book of the Muslims-said the
people of Ubar were destroyed
because they became corrupted
by power and wealth. The city
was said to have been swallowed
up by the ground. With the help
of the space shuttle radar, ruins
matching the story of Ubar were
found-an incense trading city
that had collapsed into a giant
sinkhole. While no one can say
for sure if the ruins actually
were Ubar (no inscription with

the actual name of Ubar was
found), there is a good chance
the site inspired at least some
parts of the Ubar stories.

Despite all of the blessings that
Allah 4% had granted them, the

people of 'Aad did not believe in
one God. Instead, they worshipped
idols, which they carved out of
stones. When anything good hap-
pened to them, they thanked their
idols. Whenever they were in trou-
ble, they prayed to those idols for
help. Those people had forgotten
all about Prophet Nuh and his mes-
sage of worshipping one God, or
tawheed. They forgot the awful
punishment of Allah for worship-
ping false gods.

B4

http://www.skeptic. com/atlantis/atlantis3.html

Allah Chooses Hud
to be a Prophet

Among the people of 'Aad lived
a man named Hud. Allah &£ chose

him as His next prophet. He was
from the tribe of 'Aad itself, and
was respected because of his
noble family and his good man-
ners. He was the great-grandson of
Prophet Nuh s 4. Hud was a
very patient and kind man. When
he received the command of Allah
to teach His message, he immedi-




ately did so. He came to the people
and said: .
“O Brothers, why do you wor-
ship stones that you have
carved yourself? The idols can
not give you anything or take
anything away from you. Allah
has sent me to you.”

Prophet Hud i also said to
his people:

“Allah has taught you all that

you are able to do. He has

also given you children and

many animals. Therefore you

should stop worshipping your

false gods. Worship only Allah

and obey His commands. Do

well and do not commit

wrongs and evil. Your Lord is

only one, and He alone should

be worshipped. He has creat-

ed you, given you health and

wealth, and made you a pow-

erful nation.”

Prophet Hud explained to them
that the idols would only take them
further away from God.

The Holy Quran says in Surat
Hud:
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“And to the people of 'Aad, We
sent their brother Hud. He said, "0
my people! Worship Allah! You
have no other Ilah (god) but Him,
certainly, you do nothing but
invent (lies)!” [11:50]

“O my people | ask of you no
reward for this [ Message]. My
reward is only from Him Who cre-
ated me (Allah). Won't you then
understand?” [11:51]

“And 0 my people! Ask forgive-
ness of your Lord and then repent
to Him. He will send you (from the
sky) abundant rain, and add
strength to your strength, so do
not turn away as sinners.” [11:52]

The People of "Aad Reject
Prophet Hud

Prophet Hud .5 .« tried to

explain to his people how every-
thing they had was a blessing from
Allah. How Allah 4i£ had made

them Prophet Nuh's successors,
and how He had given them
strength and power. The people of
‘Aad rejected Prophet Hud’s mes-
sage and continued ridiculing him.
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They said:

“We are not going to listen
to you. We are not going to
let our gods down, just
because you tell us so. Who
are you, anyway? You are
nothing but a liar. If you are
not a liar, then prove it.”

Allah$i& repeated their words
in the Qur'an:

L;/ A e ;) /\)L’}

AL

fwdfo@\»ﬁl,\’ 4

{ 2

“0 Hud! No evidence have you
brought us, and we shall not leave
our gods at your command! And
we don’t believe in you.

All that we say is that some of
our gods have touched you with
madness.” [Surat Hud11: 53-54]

Prophet Hud was very sad and
disappointed when he heard this.
He said to them, “Do you think the
houses you have built will last for-
ever! Remember that it is Allah
Who has given you your fortunes.”

Allah 4z recounts in the
Qur’an:

B6

A Thecity of Iram, which is now
known asUbar was buried under
the sands of the Empty Quarters
for thousands of years. Scientists
discovered the buried city in 1996
on the border between Saudi
Arabia and Oman.

He (Prophet Hud) said: “I call
Allah to witness and bear you wit-
ness that | am innocent of your

sin. You worship others with Him
(Allah).”

(d]
\f;éséjgm Je\
d)u\(rl-a\a ”} ’/\30’1

“So plot against me, all of you,
and give me no breaks; | put my
trust in Allah. He is my Lord and
your Lord!” [11:55]

Despite Prophet Hud's warnings,
the people of 'Aad went on wor-




shipping their false gods. He was
very disappointed. When he
warned the people of '‘Aad about
the punishment of Allah, they
challenged Prophet Hud. They
said:

“We don't care. Tell your Lord
to send us His punishment.”

The Quran quotes them as say-
ing:
JASAS W EETTIG b
o RS G G zsies
% :a_'g}lglf&l af_.:g

"Then bring down [the punish-
ment] on us that you have threat-
ened, if you are truthful.” [7:70]

Allah Punishes the
Disbelievers

Shortly afterwards, a huge
black cloud appeared in the sky,
over the people of 'Aad. When the
unbelievers of 'Aad saw it, they
said: “This cloud is surely going to
bring us some refreshing rain.”

But they were very much mis-
taken. Allah says in the Qur’an:
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“Then when they saw it as a
dense cloud coming towards
their valleys, they said: “This
is a cloud bringing us rain!’
Nay but it is that punishment
which you were asking for!

A wind wherein is a painful
punishment! Destroying
everything by the command
of its Lord!” [46:24-25]

The clouds grew larger and
larger as the wind howled louder
and louder. At the first sign of the
storm, Prophet Hud had gathered
his followers and family and taken
them to a safe place. The wind
was full of dust and sand. It blew
violently for eight continuous
days. The people ran into their big
houses and beautiful castles to
hide. But nothing could save them
from the punishment of Allah.

The wind swept everything
away. That violent storm did not
stop until the entire region was
reduced to ruin. The unbelievers
were destroyed and swallowed by
the sands of the desert. Nothing
was left except a few large
stones, which were the remains of
the houses and towers. Only
Prophet Hud s 4 and his follow-
ers remained unharmed because

they believed in Allah and obeyed
Him.
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18 Kaththabat Aadun fakayfa kana athabee wanuthur
19. Inna arsalna ‘alayhim reehan sarsaran fee yawmi nah-
sim-mustamirr

20. Tanzi'u-nnasa ka'annahum a 'jazu nakhlim-munga’ir
21. Fakayfa kana 'athabee wanuthur

22. Walaqgad yassarnal-qurana liththikri fahal mim-mud-
dakir

UNDERSTOOD MEANING

[54:18] 'Aad disbelieved, so how (great) was My punish-
ment and My warning!

[54:19] Surely We sent on them a tornado in a day of
continuous curse

[54:20] Tearing men away as if they were the trunks of
hollow and torn up palm-trees.

[54:21] How (great) then was My punishment and My
warning!

[54:22] And certainly We have made the Qur’an easy for
remembrance, but is there anyone who will reflect?
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Oman is a Muslim and Arab
country in Asia. It is located in the
southeastern corner of the Arabian
Peninsula. Oman has a long Islamic
history. During the eighth year
People in Oman say this is the after Hijrah, around 630 AD,

Tomb of Prophet Hud. It is located Prophet Muhammad sent one of his
near the city of Salalah. Sahabah, Amr idn-ul-As, to invite
Omanis to Islam. Omanis respond-
ed quickly and embraced the new
faith. Some historians believe that
the 'Aad, the people of Prophet
Hud, used to live in Ubar in pres-
ent Oman. Historians believe that
Ubar is the same city of Iram
which is mentioned in the Qur'an.

A 4 Masjid in Oman Country Facts

Capital: Muscat

Main Cities: Salalah, Nazwa,
Suhar, Soor

Area: 212,500 sq km

Population: 3 million

People: Arab, Asian, African,
Baluchi

Language: Arabic, English, Persian
Religion: Muslim

Currency: Omani Riyal

A Musqat, the capital of Oman

o — BO




UNIT © CHAPTER )

=

A A beautiful village in Oman A An oasis in Oman

A An area near Iram (or Ubar)




Chapter Review

o Y o

The people of '‘Aad were big and tall. They were very strong. Why do you
think Allah punished them by sending tornados to blow them around like
hollow tree trunks?

Y o

% m‘hﬂp '

e

What were the people of ‘Aad famous for?

(>

The people of 'Aad lived in what present country?
Why was Prophet Hud generally respected among his people?

What were the first few sentences Prophet Hud said to his
people after he was chosen by Allah #£ as his prophet?

®© 00

According to the Holy Quran, what did Prophet Hud's people
say when they heard his message? Why you think they said that?

What was the punishment on the people of 'Aad?

o Who was saved from the punishment?

(o
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@ Who were the people of Thamood?
@ Who was Prophet Salih?
@ How did Thamood disobey Allah?
What was the miracle sent to Thamood?
@ What happened to the disbelievers?

Salih e
Thamood >3
Madain Salih e i
Nagah  &3u

Many years passed since the
punishment that befell the people
of '‘Aad. New generations came to
succeed them. Among these were
the people of Thamood. The peo-
ple of Thamood .,.s were Arab
tribes. They lived in a place now
called ~u. ;i Mada'in Salih in the

northwestern part of present day

B12




Satellite picture of Arabia,
Mada'in Salih is in the far
Northwest of Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia. Mada'in Salih is an
Arabic name that means “Towns of
Satih.”

Prophet Salih

The people of Thamood had
beautiful gardens. They were
blessed with beautiful springs,
date palms and trees which had
plenty of fruit. They lived in huge
houses that they carved out of
massive red rocks in the moun-
tains. Allah made them very skill-
ful at carving. The people of

"Worship only Allah,” Prophet
Salih 2 4 told his people. "You
have no other god but Allah, so
You should do good. | am giving
You good advice: You should
believe what | say, for Allah has
Made me His Prophet.” Allah 4l

reccounts in the Qur'an, '

A Ancient houses in Mada’in Salih

Thamood were arrogant, and they
oppressed the poor who lived
among them.

The people of Thamood
moved away from tawheed and
started to worship idols.
Therefore, Allah 4 decided to

send them a prophet from
amongst themselves to guide them
back to the right path. This
prophet was .yl ~ie Salih. He

was a well respected citizen of the
people of Thamood. He came from
a good family, and was well known
for his good character.

Prophet Salih told his people,

“Oh my people! Worship Allah,
you have no other god but Him.”
[Surat-ul-A'raf 7:73]

o
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A Ancient houses in Mada’in Salih

The people of Thamood did not
listen to him. They said:

“0 Salih! We wished you to
be our chief, until you told
us to leave our gods and
worship your God Alone! We
really doubt what you invite
us to.”

B14

Always take the orders of Allah seriously when- E
ever you learn about them; do whatever Allah I:
orders you to do promptly. .’

The rich and powerful of the
tribe did not listen to Prophet
Salih's message. However, many of
the wise, poor and humble people
followed him. The rich and power-
ful accused Prophet Salih of being
a liar. They said:

“You are nothing but a man,
just like any of us. If you are
speaking the truth, then
show us a proof that you are
a prophet.” [Surat-ush-
Shu’araa’ 26:154]

O




Prophet Salih prayed to Allah 4%

to answer their request. Soon
afterwards, a mountain moved and
split. From it came a giant sy

nagah, or she-camel, which was
Pregnant. This camel soon gave
birth. Allah dl¢ provided the

Thamood people this miracle to
Prove that Salih was a Prophet.
This was also a test from Allah for
them, to see if they would obey
His orders, Now they didn't have
any excuses for not believing in
Prophet Salih. The proof they
asked for had been brought to

them. Prophet Salinh ,s. 4k told
them:

“O my people! This she-camel
of Allah is a sign to you. Leave
her to feed on Allah's Earth,
and do not harm her, or a
swift punishment will f”all on
you! [11:64]

The she-camel and her young
lived among Thamood. Allah ordered
Prophet Salih to tell his people of
the camel’s rights. She would drink
from the water of the well for one
day, and leave it to them the sec-
ond day:

“She has a right to drink
(water), and you have a right
to drink water, each on a day
appointed.” [Surat-ush-
Shu’araa’ 26:155]

o,
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“And tell them that the water
is to be shared between her
and them. Each one has the
right to drink by turns.”
[54:28]

On the day the she-camel was to
drink from the well, she would have
enough milk for all the people of
Thamood. They would milk her and
fill all their containers. She was so
big that when she would graze in
the valley the sheep would flee and
leave the way for her. The cattle
would not come near the well on
the day she would drink from it.

The people of Thamood were
very amazed by this camel.
Therefore, some of them believed
in and followed Prophet Salih
oSdi e, It was clear that she was

B16

Always listen to elders and teachers who teach
you good things and give you wise advice.

not a normal camel. She was a
miracle from Allah and a blessed
animal.

The disbelievers, however, were
bothered by her a lot because this
miracle proved that they were
wrong and Salih was a true
prophet. They began to accuse the
camel of being a danger to their
cattle and sheep. These unbeliev-
ers began to feel angry and start-
ed to feel hatred towards the she-
camel and her young one. They
could not bear to see them any-
more.




One day, the people of

Thamood plotted to kill the camel.

That way they could use the well

every day. Nine men were appoint-

ed to kill the she-camel and her
infant. While everyone was asleep,

these men went out secretly to do
the evil job.

The camel stood up as soon as
she saw them, but they hit her on
the neck, and she fell to the
ground. First they slaughtered her.
Then they slaughtered her young.

he next day, nobody saw the she
~Camel or her young. The people
s€arched and found them both
degd. When Prophet Salih heard
this, he become very angry.

o

Prophet Salih warned them saying:

“Enjoy yourselves in your

homes [no more than] three
days. This is a promise that
will not be belied!” [11:65]

This was a warning for them to
repent to Allah d . Instead, the

same nine men decided to kill
Prophet Salih as well. They said,
“Swear to one another that we
shall make a secret night attack
on him and his family. Afterwards,
we will surely say to his near rela-
tives that we do not know who
attacked Salih.” Allah €l¢ recounts

in the Qur’an:
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They said:

“We did not witness the
destruction of his family, and
we are telling the truth!”
[27:48-49]

But Allah 4 did not allow them

to carry out their plot. As they

were going to kill Prophet Salih,
Allah showered rocks on them.

The nine men were the first to

die.

A second day passed after
Prophet Salih's warning. Prophet
Salih again warned the rest of his
people of Allah's punishment that
would befall them. The people of
Thamood ignored him, and contin-
ued to worship their idols. Allah g

B18

instructed Prophet Salih to leave
the area with his family and fol-
lowers.

On the third day, as the sun
rose, a terrible Earthquake shook
the land. The Earthquake
destroyed everything. All the peo-
ple were destroyed. The area was
left barren as if nobody had lived
there before! Prophet Salih piae

and his followers were saved from
this punishment. He turned away
from the dead disbelievers saying:

“O my people! | have indeed
delivered to you the message
of my Lord, and have given
you good advice but you do
not like good advisers!”
[7:79]
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Washshamsi wad uhaha

Waalgamari itha talaha

Wannahari itha jallaha

Wallayli itha yaghshaha

Wassamai wama banaha

Wal-Ardi wama tahaha

Wanafsin wama sawwaha

Fa-alhamaha fujooraha watagwaha

Qad aflaha man zakkaha

10. Waqgad khaba man dassaha

11. Kaththabat thamoodu bitaghwaha

12. Ith-inba'atha ashgaha

13. Fagala lahum rasoolullahi naqat-Allahi wasuqyaha
14, Fakaththaboohu faAAagarooha fadamdama AAalayhim
rabbuhum bithanbihim fasawwaha

15. Wala yakhafu ‘ugbaha
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UNDERSTOOD MEANING

1. By the sun and its brightness

2. And [by] the moon when it follows it

3. And [by] the day when it displays it

4. And [by] the night when it covers it

5. And [by] the sky and He who built it

6. And [by] the earth and He who spread it
7. And [by] the soul and He who made it well
8. And inspired it [with discernment of] its wickedness and
its righteousness,

9. Certainly will succeed, whoever purifies it,

10. And will fail whoever corrupts it.

11. Thamud disbelieved [their prophet] with its tyranny,
12. When the most wicked of them came out.

13. And the messenger of Allah [Salih] said to them, “[Do not
harm] the she-camel of Allah or [prevent her from] her drink.”
14. But they denied him and killed her. So their Lord
brought down upon them destruction for their sin and made
it equal [upon all of them].

15. And He does not fear the consequence thereof.
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_ Chapter Review

2 | AtElEn J

1. Why do you think the people of Prophet Salih were so rude and arrogant
with him?

2. Did the miracle of the camel help Prophet Salih? Explain why?

&, 6
7 EE
& w

Q The people of Thamood came after which people?
What were the people of Thamood famous for?

What did the people of Thamood worship?

Allah 4% chose Salih as the prophet for the people of

Thamood. According to the Qur’an, what was the first sentence
Prophet Salih said to his people?

O

What did the people of Thamood request of Prophet Salih as
proof of his prophecy?

What was the agreement, according to the Qur’an, regarding
the female camel and her infant?

What did some of the unbelievers accuse the she-camel and
her infant of? What did they do about it?

How many days did Prophet Salih give his people to repent to
Allah €% ?

How did Allah protect Prophet Salih from the unbelievers?

60 0 @

What was the punishment for the disbelievers among the people of
Thamood?
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@ Who was Prophet Lut?
¢) What were Lut's people like?
€ What happens to people who ignore the truth?

Lut &3
Sodom a3
Dead Sea <3 23

We Love Our Messengers

“Allah's words bring us His
Light, Guidance, and Mercy. We
should thank Allah for His revela-

Miss Hibah called on Amir to tion. We should also appreciate
read the introduction from his all the efforts of Allah's messen-
book during Islamic Studies class. gers. They went through many
Amir began reading and the class hardships and made many sacri-
listened with full attention. fices so that we could learn the
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truth. This is why we say
‘Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam’ or
‘alayh-is- salam’ after we say a
messenger's name. This means,
‘Peace be upon him.” We Muslims
have always wished peace on our
Prophets and messengers.

“The misguided people, on the
other hand, have always tried to
hurt or kill the prophets, or to
stop the spread of Allah's word.
The story of Prophet Lut is one
€xample.”

Amir finished reading the sec-

groups could draw pictures to go
with their part of the story. She
would give each group a different
part of the story to write about.
The class went to work. For

about twenty minutes, the class
read the story silently. Then they
got into their groups and worked
on writing their parts. At the end
of the class, each group presented
its work.

tion. Miss Hibah divided the class
Into groups. She told them to
read the story in the book individ-
Ually. She then gave each group a
| different part of the story to write
about. She also said that the

O B23
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Group 1: Bilal as the presenter.

Bilal read, "Lut lbn Haran s.diak

was the nephew of Ibraheem. He
was one of the messengers sent by
Allah. He was sent as a warner to
the People of Sadoom, or Sodom,
south of the Dead Sea.”

Bilal showed the class a map of
the Dead Sea from the textbook.
This is how it looked:

Bilal continued reading, "The
people of Sodom were the worst
kind of people in the world. They
did all kinds of bad deeds. They
used to lie, cheat, steal, drink and

LEBANON —- U

Map of Palestine
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A The City of Sodom, south of
the Dead Sea

do many other shameful acts.

Bilal showed the class some of
the pictures that his group drew.

Bilal read more:" Prophet Lut
i ls Was sent to these people on
a mission. He wanted to guide
them to the straight path and help
them quit their evil actions.

Even though the people of
Sodom are called Lut's people, he
was not related to them. But he




looked upon them as his brothers
and sisters because he cared about
them. He wanted them to go to
Jannah.

Bilal finished reading, and
Teacher Hibah praised the group.
“Very well done, Group 1! Next
group !

Group 2: Mona as the presenter

Mona read, "Prophet Lut ,stice

Was unhappy with the people of
Sodom, so he asked them to fear
God. He told them that God was
the only Lord of the World and
they must worship and obey Him
alone, Prophet Lut also told them
that he was Allah's messenger and
they should respect and obey him.

He also asked them to listen, as he
gave them good and true advice.

Prophet Lut advised his people to
stop committing their terrible sins.
He said they must live within Allah’s
rules. The people disobeyed him and
even forbade him to speak. They
insisted on being bad. Very few
people believed Prophet Lut!

"He warned them that Allah's pun-
ishment and anger would be terrible
if they did not listen. They chal-
lenged Lut." Mona held up a picture
that a group member drew.

Mona read on, "Even though the
people knew that what they were
doing was wrong, they did not stop.
Lut spent a long time preaching to
them but it made no difference. His
people did not believe him and did
not listen to his advice. They
ignored his warnings and threatened
that if he did not stop what he was
preaching, they would throw him
out of the city.

“Instead of being ashamed of
their own deeds, they attacked the
good people. They made fun of
them for being pure and honest.
They acted as if they were good and
that the righteous ones were bad."
Mona looked up as she finished.

Miss Hibah smiled.

Q i\
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"Good job, Group 2. You
described how bad the people of
Sodom were, and how difficult it
was for Prophet Lut to preach to
them. Next group!”

Group 3: Zaid as the presenter

Next, Zaid walked up to the
front of the classroom. He read,
"Lut's people were very difficult to
deal with. Not only did they
threaten to kick him out of the
city,but they challenged him.
They did not believe in God or His
punishment. They challenged Lut
to bring God's punishment to
them.

"They said, '‘Bring us the wrath
of God if you tell the truth.’

B26

They were foolish and ignorant
to ask for their own destruction.
Prophet Lut was very sad that the
people were so blind to the truth.
He made dua’a asking God to give
him victory over the evil people.

Ul




Lut was hurt because his efforts
were not working.

"God was displeased by Sodom's
insult towards His messenger. He
would support His Prophet. God is
fair. He sent the people warnings
before He punished them. He sent
His angels, Jibreel, Israfeel, and
Mikaeel on a mission. First, they
would visit Prophet Ibraheem and

Sarah. Then they would come to
Lut."

"'After Jibreel, Israfeel, and
Mika'eel told Ibraheem and Sarah
that they would have another son,
Is'haq, they continued their jour-
N€y. The second part of their mis-
S10N was to punish the bad people
of Sodom. They would also save

Prophet Lut and the believers. The
angels were disguised as young
men as they approached the vil-
lages of Sodom. Lut was working
in his field. When Lut saw them
he knew they were special. They
were very handsome. The angels
invited themselves in. Lut did not
think it was safe for the young
men to stay with the people of
Sodom because they were evil.”
This was the end of Zaid's presen-
tation.

Miss Hibah said, "Thank you
Group 3. That was a great presen-
tation. Let's see what happened
next. Group 4!"

@ :
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- 0 @il &
% O < 6] < to snatch away the angels.” Khalid
@ O O O showed the class a drawing.

"Lut tried to reason with his
people again. The more he
advised them, the harder they
tried to get to the young men.

Lut said, 'Oh Lord! Help me against
the people who do mischief. Oh
Lord! Protect me and my family
from the evil things they do! Oh
my people! | wish that | had power
to stop you, or that | could have
some strong support against you.”

"Lut felt alone, surrounded by
evil men. But he was not alone.
Lut had the support of God. His

Group 4: Khalid as the presen- guests were not ordinary men.
ter They were powerful angels. They
came to test the people before
Khalid stood in front of the bringing the punishment to them.
class and began to read. "Prophet The angels now showed Lut who
Lut felt helpless in front of the they really were. They told him
angels.He tried to send them to leave the city before the morn-
away. He warned them that the ing. In the morning, a horrible
people of Sodom were probably punishment would meet the peo-
the worst people on Earth. He ple qf Sodom." Khalid was done
repeated himself again and again reading.
but the angels were on a mission.
They had to follow God's orders, Teacher Hibah said, "Jazakum
So they stayed with Prophet Lut. Allahu Khairan, you did a great job
Group 4. 1 will now finish the
The bad people heard news of story for the class. Everyone did
the arrival of the handsome young an excellent job."
men. They wanted the men to Miss Hibah spoke to the class.
join them in committing their evil "Lut had left Sodom with his fami-
sins. They almost went crazy as ly and a few  followers. It is
they attacked Lut's house, trying said that Jibreel rooted up the
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A Ancient ruins on the shore of the Dead Sea..

whole village with the tip of his
wing, with everything in it, includ-
ing people, houses, trees, and ani-
mals. He lifted it until it reached
the sky. The angels could even
hear the roosters crow and the
dogs bark. Then he flipped it
upside down. God's punishment
had finally come. He rained down
brimstone as hard as baked clay,
Spreading layer on layer. The
showers of brimstone showed that
these people were truly wicked,

and that they deserved such a
Punishment."

“Allah replaced the village with
a Useless lake that had a very foul
Smell. The people of Sodom

became a lesson for the people
who wanted to listen. It was a
sign of God's inevitable punish-
ment and justice to the evildoers.
Allah had destroyed the wicked
people and protected His messen-
ger, his family and the few believ-
ers who stayed with him."”

The class was silent as Miss
Hibah finished the story. Miss
Hibah let them think quietly for a
while. They were thinking about
what happens to those who defy
Allah and His messengers. They
were also thinking how good it was
to trust Allah and believe in Him.

o
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UNDERSTOOD MEANING

[54:33] The people of Lut disbelieved in the warning.
[54:34] Surely We sent upon them a stonestorm, except
Lut's followers; We saved them a little before daybreak,
[54:35] A favor from Us; thus do We reward those who
[believe] and give thanks [to Allah].

[54:36] And certainly he warned them of Our punishment,
but they argued with him about the warning.

[54:37] And certainly they asked him to let them harm his
guests, but We blinded their eyes and they were given a
taste of My punishment and warnings.

[54:38] And certainly a lasting punishment overtook them
in the morning.

[54:39] So taste ye My punishment and My warnings.
[54:40] And certainly We have made the Quran easy to
remember, but is there anyone will remember?
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CHAPTER

A The Dead Sea. The lowest and saltiest body of water in the world. Salty rocks

can be seen clearly in the picture.
The Dead Sea

The Dead Sea is the lowest point
on the surface of planet Earth. It is
on the border between the West
Bank in Palestine, and Jordan,
south of the Jordan River. This
body of water is the lowest and the
saltiest in the world.

The Dead Sea is about 50 miles
long, 11 miles wide and 1200 feet
deep at its deepest point.

The Dead Sea has attracted visi-
tors from around the world.

The Dead Sea is called in Arabic
sl 2w Al-Bahr ul-Mayyit, mean-
ing "the Dead Sea." It is given this
name because it is so salty, no fish
or sea life can live in it. It also
used to be called Bahr Lut, mean-
ing "the Sea of Lut” because it is
located near Sodom, the area of
where the people of Lut used to
live.




" Chapter Review !

1. Why did Allah send the angels to the People of Sodom to give
them a punishment, instead of just punishing them right away?

2. How is the story of Lut .~ .- similar to the story of Prophet
Muhammad #z?

g

.

i,

Describe the people of Sodom.

Where is the village of Sodom located?

How did Lut .5 4« act with his people?

How did the wicked people treat Lut?

Who visited Prophet Lut in Sodom and what did they tell him?

What happened to the people of Sodom?

(~ Mo B o B~ B 0o BN > ﬁﬁ%

Where is the Dead Sea? How big is it and how deep is it?

@"“—-———— B33




@ What would you do if you were trapped in a small, dark place?
@ Who should you always turn to it you need something?
€ Why did Allah send prophets to His people?

Younus ibn Matta
Naynawa

Word Jabr

W a8 c I

ERTeT
S

2
led

@..J\

Allah 4 loves His servants very much. Allah sent many prophets to

show peoble the right way to Jannah.

One of Allah’s prophets was a man called Younus ibn Matta #-' &

Allah %&£ chose Younus from among the people to be their prophet.
Younus and his people lived in a village called Naynawa in Iraq.

Younus -« started teaching his people Islam. He called on them t

worship only one God. They did not want to obey him.
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Prophet Younus was afraid for
his people because they did not
believe in Allah ¢i¢ . He warned
them that if they didn’t believe in
the One God, they would be pun-
ished after three days.

They laughed at Prophet
Younus and did not obey him.

Prophet Younus became angry,
and he decided to leave the vil-
lage of Naynawa. He left the vil-
lage without getting permission
from Allah. Younus got aboard a

ship and sailed away from his peo-
ple.

While Younus -3+l was on
the ship,
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A STRONG STORM
CAME.

The ship was about to sink!!!

People on board started throw-
ing their belongings into the
water. They wanted to keep the
boat above the water.

The ship was still going to sink.

They thought that the boat
would sink because too many peo-
ple were on it. So they decided to
throw at least one person in the
water. They made a draw many
times, and the name of Younus
came up each time! Younus was
thrown into the sea.

B36
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ALONG CAME A
BIG WHALE!

When Prophet Younus
was in the water, a big whale
came and swallowed him. Allah
ordered the whale not to hurt
Younus while he was in his stom-
ach.

Now, Prophet Younus was in the
stomach of the whale. It was so
dark and wet.




Younus was in three types of
darkness:

1. He was inside the stomach of
the whale

2. He was deep under water.

3. It was night time.
Younus .. «l= realized that

It must have been

SO SCARY

for Prophet Younus!

he had left his people without
waiting for permission from Allah.
He knew he should have been
more patient with his people.
He started asking Allah for forgive-
ness and saying that he had been
wrong.
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The Power of
and Tasbeeh

SR BT G Y | have been
{ LT G e G SRS wrong.

“ And he called out within
the darknesses, ‘There is
no God except You; exalt-

ed are You. Indeed, | have That was the dua’a and tas-

been of the wrongdoers. " beeh of Prophet Younus during his
days and nights in the whale’s

stomach. He said it over and over
again.

Surat-ul-Anbiya’a Ayah 87

When you are upset, sad and need Allah’s help, Say:
" el (o S i il il 31 ol '

“La ilaha illa anta subhanaka innee kuntu mina-thal-

imeen.”
This means: “There is no God except You; exalted

are You. Indeed, | have been of the wrongdoers.”
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« This time, Prophet Younus learned his les-
son and showed sabr. This means that he

was patient and waited for Allah to do what
was best.

Allah heard Prophet Younus’s du’aa’.

Allah @ AS-Samee’
J &u-u.di

If hearing
Allah $£ made the whale come on shore and spit Younus out of his stom-
ach. Prophet Younus > <k« was very sick when he came out.
Allah grew a gourd tree with big leaves over Younus. Now he could eat
from its fruit. Younus rested under its big leaves until he became well

enough to go back to his people in Naynawa. He began his journey home.

Meanwhile, in the village of Naynawa, a strong wind started. The peo-
ple were scared.

Now, they knew that Younus was a prophet from Allah.

They were sorry that they had not obeyed Younus, and they began to
Worship only Allah. Now, all of the people of Naynawa became believers.

They started praying and making dua’a to Allah to stop His punishment
and to forgive them.
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4% s so merciful and forgiving, that He answered their du’aa’.

Allah forgave them and stopped the storm.

Always make dua’a to Allah to help you. Ask Him for
help before you ask any body else. Make dua’a every
day, and every time you need help, even if it is for a
small thing.

Do you Know how many people lived In

the town of Naynawa?
More than 100,000 people!!!

That means there were 100,000 more believers!

This means He answers dua’a and prayers.

When Younus felt better, he returned to Naynawa. To his surprise, all of
the people welcomed him! He was so happy.

He started teaching them Islam, and this time, they listened to him.
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1. You learned about the story of Prophet Nuh in previous years. Compare
and contrast the stories of Prophet Nuh and Prophet Younus.

(' ) What did Prophet Younus try to teach his people?
At first, did they listen?

What did Prophet Younus do when his people disobeyed him?
Was this the right thing to do?

What happened to Younus in the sea?

When Younus realized his mistake, what did he do?

DO0D

How did Allah show Younus that He had forgiven him?

When you make a mistake, and need help from Allah,
what should you do and say?
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