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аЂϠ  двϲϼЮϜ атϲϼЮϜ   

 

9. Surah At Taubah (The Repentance) 

Name 

This Surah is known by two names -- At-Taubah and Al-Bara'at. It is called At-Taubah because it 

enunciates the nature of taubah (repentance) and mentions the conditions of its acceptance.(vv. 

102. 118). The second name Bara'at (Release) is taken from the first word of the Surah. 

Omission of Bismillah 

This is the only Surah of the Quran to which Bismillah is not prefixed. Though the commentators 

have given different reasons for this, the correct one that which has been given by Imam Razi: 

namely,this is because the Holy Prophet himself did not dictate it at the beginning of the Surah. 

Therefore the Companions did not prefix it and their successors followed them., This is a further 

proof of the fact that utmost care has been taken to keep the Quran intact so that it should remain 

in its complete and original form.  

Discourses and Periods of Revelation 

This Surah comprises three discourses:-  

The first discourse (vv. 1-37), was revealed in Zil-Qa'adah A.H. 9 or thereabout. As the importance 

of the subject of the discourse required its declaration on the occasion of Haj the Holy Prophet 

dispatched Hadrat Ali to follow Hadrat Abu Bakr, who had already left for Makkah as leader of the 

Pilgrims to the Ka'abah. He instructed Hadrat Ali to deliver the discourse before the 

representatives of the different clans of Arabia so as to inform them of the new policy towards the 

mushriks.  

The second discourse (vv., 38-72) was sent down in Rajab A.H. 9 or a little before this, when the 

Holy Prophet was engaged in making preparations for the Campaign, of Tabuk. In this discourse, 

the Believers were urged to take active part in Jihad, and the shirkers were severely rebuked for 

holding back their wealth and for hesitation to sacrifice their lives in the way of Allah because of 

their hypocrisy, weak faith or negligence.  

The third discourse (vv. 73-129) was revealed on his return from the Campaign of Tabuk. There 

are some pieces in this discourse that were sent down on different occasions during the same 

period and were afterwards consolidated by the Holy Prophet into the Surah in accordance with 

inspiration from Allah. But this caused no interruption in its continuity because they dealt with the 

same subject and formed part of the same series of events. This discourse warns the hypocrites 
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of their evil deeds and rebukes those Believers who had stayed behind in the Campaign of Tabuk. 

Then after taking them to task, Allah pardons those true Believers who had not taken part in the 

Jihad in the Way of Allah for one reason or the other.  

Chronologically, the first discourse should have come last; but being the most important of the 

three in regard to its subject matter, it was placed first in the order of compilation.  

Historical Background 

Now let us consider the historical background of the Surah. The series of events that have been 

discussed in this Surah took place after the Peace Treaty of Hudaibiyah. By that time, one-third 

of Arabia had come under the sway of Islam which had established itself as a powerful, well 

organized and civilized Islamic State. This Treaty afforded further opportunities to Islam to spread 

its influence in the comparatively peaceful atmosphere created by it. After this Treaty, two events 

took place, which led to very important results:  

Conquest of Arabia 

The first was the Conquest of Arabia. The Holy Prophet was able to send missions among 

different clans for the propagation of Islam. The result was that during the short period of two 

years, it became such a great power that it made the old order of ignorance' feel helpless before 

it. So much so that the zealous elements from among the Quraish were so exasperated that they 

broke the Treaty in order to encounter Islam in a decisive combat. But the Holy Prophet took 

prompt action after the breach so as not to allow them any opportunity to gather enough force for 

this. He made a sudden invasion on Makkah in the month of Ramadan in A. H. 8 and conquered 

it. Though this conquest broke the backbone of the order of ignorance, it made still another attack 

on Islam in the battle-field of Hunain, which proved to be its death-knell. The clans of Hawazin 

Thaqif, Naur, Jushm and others gathered their entire forces in the battle field in order to crush the 

reformative Revolution, but they utterly failed in their evil designs. The defeat of 'ignorance' at 

Hunain paved the way for making the whole of Arabia the 'Abode of Islam' (Dar-ul-Islam). The 

result was that hardly a year had Passed after the Battle of Hunain, when the major portion of 

Arabia came within the fold of Islam and only a few upholders of the old order remained scattered 

over some corners of the country.  

The second event that contributed towards making Islam a formidable power was the Campaign 

of Tabuk, which was necessitated by the provocative activities of the Christians living within or 

near the boundaries of the Roman Empire to the north of Arabia. Accordingly, the Holy Prophet, 

with an army of thirty thousand marched boldly towards the Roman Empire but the Romans 

evaded the encounter. The result was that the power of the Holy Prophet and Islam increased 

manifold and deputations from all corners of Arabia began to wait upon him on his return from 

Tabuk in order to offer their allegiance to Islam and obedience to him. The Holy Quran has 

described this triumph in Surah An-Nasr: "When the succor of Allah came and victory was attained 

and you saw people entering the fold of Islam in large numbers...  

Campaign to Tabuk 

The Campaign to Tabuk was the result of conflict with the Roman Empire, that had started even 

before the conquest of Makkah. One of the missions sent after the Treaty of Hudaibiyah to 
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different parts of Arabia visited the clans which lived in the northern areas adjacent to Syria. The 

majority of these people were Christians, who were under the influence of the Roman Empire. 

Contrary to all the principles of the commonly accepted international law, they killed fifteen 

members of the delegation near a place known as Zat-u-Talah (or Zat-i-Itlah). Only Ka'ab bin 

Umair Ghifari, the head of the delegation, succeeded in escaping and reporting the sad incident. 

Besides this, Shurahbll bin Amr, the Christian governor of Busra, who was directly under the 

Roman Caesar, had also put to death Haritli bin Umair, the ambassador of the Holy Prophet, who 

had been sent to him on a similar minion.  

These events convinced the Holy Prophet that a strong action should be taken in order to make 

the territory adjacent to the Roman Empire safe and secure for the Muslims. Accordingly, in the 

month of Jamadi-ul-Ula A. H. 8, he sent an army of three thousand towards the Syrian border. 

When this army reached near Ma'an, the Muslims learned that Shurahbil was marching with an 

army of one hundred thousand to fight-with them and that the Caesar, who himself was at Hims, 

had sent another army consisting of one hundred thousand soldiers under his brother Theodore. 

But in spite of such fearful news, the brave small band of the Muslims marched on fearlessly and 

encountered the big army of Shurahbil at M'utah. And the result of the encounter in which the 

Muslims were fighting against fearful odds (the ratio of the two armies was 1:33), as very 

favorable, for the enemy utterly failed to defeat them. This proved very helpful for the propagation 

of Islam. As a result, those Arabs who were living in a state of semi independence in Syria and 

near Syria and the clans of Najd near Iraq, who were under the influence of the Iranian Empire, 

turned towards Islam and embraced it in thousands. For example, the people of Bani Sulaim 

(whose chief was Abbas bin Mirdas Sulaimi), Ashja'a, Ghatafan, Zubyan, Fazarah, etc., came 

into the fold of Islam at the same time. Above all, Farvah bin 'Amral Juzami, who was the 

commander of the Arab armies of the Roman Empire, embraced Islam during that time, and 

underwent the trial of his Faith in a way that filled the whole territory with wonder. When the 

Caesar came to know that Farvah had embraced Islam, he ordered that he should be arrested 

and brought to his court. Then the Caesar said to him, "You will have to choose one of the two 

things. Either give up your Islam and win your liberty and your former rank, or remain a Muslim 

and face death." He calmly chose Islam and sacrificed his life in the way of the Truth.  

No wonder that such events as these made the Caesar realize the nature of the danger that was 

threatening his Empire from Arabia. Accordingly, in 9 A.H. he began to make military preparations 

to avenge the insult he had suffered at M'utah. The Ghassanid and other Arab chiefs also began 

to muster armies under him. When the Holy Prophet, who always kept himself well-informed even 

of the minutest things that could affect the Islamic Movement favorably or adversely, came to 

know of these preparations, he at once under- stood their meaning. Therefore, without the least 

hesitation he decided to fight against the great power of the Caesar. He knew that the show of 

the slightest weakness would result in the utter failure of the Movement which was facing three 

great dangers at that time. First the dying power of 'ignorance' that had almost been crushed in 

the battle-field of Hunain might revive again. Secondly, the Hypocrites of Al: Madinah, who were 

always on the look-out for such an opportunity, might make full use of this to do the greatest 

possible harm to it. For they had already made preparations for this and had, through a monk 

called Abu Amir, sent secret messages of their evil designs to the Christian king of Ghassan and 

the Caesar himself. Besides this, they had also built a mosque near Al-Madinah for holding secret 

meetings for this purpose. The third danger was of an attack by the Caesar himself, who had 

already defeated Iran, the other great power of that period, and filled with awe the adjacent 

territories.  
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It is obvious that if all these three elements had been given an opportunity of taking a concerted 

action against the Muslims, Islam would have lost the fight it had almost won. That is why in this 

case the Holy Prophet made an open declaration for making preparations for the Campaign 

against the Roman Empire, which was one of the two greatest empires of the world of that period. 

The declaration was made though all the apparent circumstances were against such a decision: 

for there was famine in the country and the long awaited crops were about to ripen: the burning 

heat of the scorching summer season of Arabia was at, its height and there was not enough 

money for preparations in general, and for equipment and conveyance in particular. But in spite 

of these handicaps, when the Messenger of Allah realized the urgency of the occasion, he took 

this step which was to decide whether the Mission of the Truth was going to survive or perish. 

The very fact that he made an open declaration for making preparations for such a campaign to 

Syria against the Roman Empire showed how important it was, for this was contrary to his 

previous practice. Usually he took every precaution not to reveal beforehand the direction to which 

he was going nor the name of the enemy whom he was going to attack; nay, he did not move out 

of Al-Madinah even in the direction of the campaign.  

All the parties in Arabia fully realized the grave consequences of this critical decision. The 

remnants of the lovers of the old order of 'ignorance' were anxiously waiting for the result of the 

Campaign, for they had pinned all their hopes on the defeat of Islam by the Romans. The 

'hypocrites' also considered it to be their last chance of crushing the power of Islam by internal 

rebellion, if the Muslims suffered a defeat in Syria. They had, therefore, made full use of the 

Mosque built by them for hatching plots and had employed all their devices to render the 

Campaign a failure. On the other side, the true Believers also realized fully that the fate of the 

Movement for which they had been exerting their utmost for the last 22 years was now hanging 

in the balance. If they showed courage on that critical occasion, the doors of the whole outer world 

would be thrown open for the Movement to spread. But if they showed weakness or cowardice, 

then all the work they had done in Arabia would -end in smoke.  

That is why these lovers of Islam began to make enthusiastic preparations for the Campaign. 

Everyone of them tried to surpass the other in making contributions for the provision of equipment 

for it. Hadrat Uthman and Hadrat Abdur Rehman bin Auf presented large sums of money for this 

purpose. Hadrat Umar contributed half of the earnings of his life and Hadrat Abu Bakr the entire 

earnings of his life. The indigent Companions did not lag behind and presented whatever they 

could earn by the sweat of their labor and the women parted with their ornaments. Thousands of 

volunteers, who were filled with the desire of sacrificing their lives for Islam, came to the Holy 

Prophet and requested that arrangements for weapons and conveyance be made for them so 

that they should join the expedition. Those who could not be provided with these shed tears of 

sorrow; the scene was so pathetic that it made the Holy Prophet sad because of his inability to 

arm them. In short, the occasion became the touchstone for discriminating a true believer from a 

hypocrite. For, to lag behind in the Campaign meant that the very relationship of a person to Islam 

was doubtful. Accordingly, whenever a person lagged behind during the journey to Tabuk, the 

Holy Prophet, on being informed, would spontaneously say, "Leave him alone. If there be any 

good in him, Allah will again join him with you, and if there be no good in him, then thank Allah 

that He relieved you of his evil company".  

In short, the Holy Prophet marched out towards Syria in Rajab A. H. 9, with thirty thousand fighters 

for the cause of Islam. The conditions in which the expedition was undertaken may be judged 

from the fact that the number of camels with them was so small that many of them were obliged 
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to walk on foot and to wait for their turns for several had to ride at a time on each camel. To add 

to this, there was the burning heat of the desert and the acute shortage of water. But they were 

richly rewarded for their firm resolve and sincere adherence to the cause and for their 

perseverance in the face of those great difficulties and obstacles.  

When they arrived at Tabuk, they learned that the Caesar and his allies had withdrawn their troops 

from the frontier and there was no enemy to fight with. Thus they won a moral victory that 

increased their prestige manifold and, that too, without shedding a drop of blood.  

In this connection, it is pertinent to point out that the general impression given by the historians of 

the campaigns of the Holy Prophet about the Campaign of Tabuk is not correct. They relate the 

event in a way as if the news of the mustering of the Roman armies near the Arabian frontier was 

itself false. The fact is that the Caesar had begun to muster his armies, but the Holy Prophet 

forestalled him and arrived on the scene before he could make full preparations for the invasion. 

Therefore, believing that "discretion is the better part of valor," he withdrew his armies from the 

frontier. For he had not forgotten that the three thousand fighters for the cause of Islam had 

rendered helpless his army one hundred thousand strong at M'utah. He could not, therefore, even 

with an army of two hundred thousand, dare to fight against an army of thirty thousand, and that, 

too, under the leadership of the Holy Prophet himself.  

When the Holy Prophet found that the Caesar had withdrawn his forces from the frontier, he 

considered thee question whether it would be worthwhile to march into the Syrian territory or to 

halt at Tabuk and turn his moral victory to political and strategical advantage. He decided on the 

latter course and made a halt for twenty days at Tabuk. During this time, he brought pressure on 

the small states that lay between the Roman Empire and the Islamic State and were at that time 

under the influence of the Romans, and subdued and made them the tributaries of the Islamic 

State. For instance, some Christian chiefs Ukaidir bin Abdul Malik Kindi of Dumatul Jaiidal, 

Yuhanna bin D'obah of Allah, and the chiefs of Maqna, Jarba' and Azruh also submitted and 

agreed to pay Jizyah to the Islamic State of Al- Madinah. As a result of this, the boundaries of the 

Islamic State were extended right up to the Roman Empire, and the majority of the Arab clans, 

who were being used by the Caesar against Arabia, became the allies of the Muslims against the 

Romans.  

Above all, this moral victory of Tabuk afforded a golden opportunity to the Muslims to strengthen 

their hold on Arabia before entering into a long conflict with the Romans. For it broke the back of 

those who had still been expecting that the old order of 'ignorance' might revive in the near future, 

whether they were the open upholders of shirk or the hypocrites who were hiding their shirk under 

the garb of Islam. The majority of such people were compelled by the force of circumstances to 

enter into the fold of Islam and, at least, make it possible for their descendants to become true 

Muslims. After this a mere impotent minority of the upholders of the old order was left in the field, 

but it could not stand in the way of the Islamic Revolution for the perfection of which Allah had 

sent His Messenger.  

Problems of the Period 

If we keep in view the preceding background, we can easily find out the problems that were 

confronting the Community at that time. They were:  
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1. to make the whole of Arabia a perfect Dar-ul-Islam,  
2. to extend the influence of Islam to the adjoining countries,  
3. to crush the mischiefs of the hypocrites, and  
4. to prepare the Muslims for Jihad against the non- Muslim world.  

1. Now that the administration of the whole of Arabia had come in the hands of the Believers, 

and all the opposing powers had become helpless, it was necessary to make a clear 

declaration of that policy which was to be adopted to make her a perfect Dar-ul-Islam. 

Therefore the following measures were adopted:  
1. A clear declaration was made that all the treaties with the mushriks were abolished 

and the Muslims would be released from the treaty obligations with them after a 

respite of four months.(vv. 1-3). This declaration was necessary for uprooting 

completely the system of life based on shirk and to make Arabia exclusively the 

center of Islam so that it should not in any way interfere with the spirit of Islam nor 

become an internal danger for it.  
2. A decree was issued that the guardianship of the Ka`abah, which held central 

position in all the affairs of Arabia, should be wrested from the mushriks and placed 

permanently in the hands of the Believers, (vv. 12-18) that all the customs and 

practices of the shirk of the era of 'ignorance' should be forcibly abolished: that the 

mushriks should not be allowed even to come near the "House" (v. 28). This was 

to eradicate every trace of shirk from the "House" that was dedicated exclusively 

to the worship of Allah.  
3. The evil practice of Nasi, by which they used to tamper with the sacred months in 

the days of 'ignorance', was forbidden as an act of kufr(v. 37). This was also to 

serve as an example to the Muslims for eradicating every vestige of the customs 

of ignorance from the life of Arabia (and afterwards from the lives of the Muslims 

everywhere).  
2. In order to enable the Muslims to extend the influence of Islam outside Arabia, they were 

enjoined to crush with sword the non- Muslim powers and to force them to accept the 

sovereignty of the Islamic State. As the great Roman and Iranian Empires were the biggest 

hindrances in the way, a conflict with them was inevitable. The object of Jihad was not to 

coerce them to accept Islam they were free to accept or not to accept it-but to prevent 

them from thrusting forcibly their deviations upon others and the coming generations. The 

Muslims were enjoined to tolerate their misguidance only to the extent that they might 

have the freedom to remain misguided, if they chose to be so, provided that they paid 

Jizyah (v. 29) as a sign of their subjugation to the Islamic State.  
3. The third important problem was to crush the mischiefs of the hypocrites, who had hitherto 

been tolerated in spite of their flagrant crimes. Now that there was practically no pressure 

upon them from outside, the Muslims were enjoined to treat them openly as disbelievers 

(v. 73). Accordingly, the Holy Prophet set on fire the house of Swailim, where the 

hypocrites used to gather for consultations in order to dissuade the people from joining 

the expedition to Tabuk. Likewise on his return from Tabuk, he ordered to pull down and 

burn the 'Mosque' that had been built to serve as a cover for the hypocrites for hatching 

plots against the true Believers.  
4. In order to prepare the Muslims for Jihad against the whole non-Muslim world, it was 

necessary to cure them even of that slight weakness of faith from which they were still 

suffering. For there could be no greater internal danger to the Islamic Community than the 

weakness of faith, especially where it was going to engage itself single-handed in a' 
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conflict with the whole non-Muslim world. That is why those people who had lagged behind 

in the Campaign to Tabuk or had shown the least negligence were severely taken to task, 

and were considered as hypocrites if they had no plausible excuse for not fulfilling that 

obligation. Moreover, a clear declaration was made that in future the sole criterion of a 

Muslim's faith shall be the exertions he makes for the uplift of the Word of Allah and the 

role he plays in the conflict between Islam and kufr. Therefore, if anyone will show any 

hesitation in sacrificing his life, money, time and energies, his faith shall not be regarded 

as genuine. (vv. 81-96).  

If the above-mentioned important points are kept in view during the study of this Surah, it 

will facilitate the understanding of its contents.  

Subject: Problems of Peace and War 

In continuation of Surah Al-Anfal, this Surah also deals with the problems of peace and war and 

bases the theme on the Tabuk Expedition.  

Topics and their Interconnection 

This portion deals with the sanctity of treaties and lays down principles, rules and regulations 

which must be kept in view before breaking them, in case the other party does not observe them 

sincerely. 1 - 12  

In this portion the Muslims have been urged to fight in the Way of Allah with the mushrik Arabs, 

the Jews and the Christians, who were duly warned of the consequences of their mischievous 

and inimical behavior. 13 - 37  

In this discourse, the Muslims have been told clearly and explicitly that they will inherit the rewards 

promised by Allah only if they take active part in the conflict with kufr, for that is the criterion which 

distinguishes true Muslims from hypocrites. Therefore true Muslims should take active part in 

Jihad, without minding dangers, obstacles, difficulties, temptations and the like. 38 - 72  

This portion deals with the problems of hypocrites and lays down rules and regulations governing 

the treatment that should be meted out to them and points out their distinctive marks from true 

Muslims. 73 - 90  

This portion deals with the case of those who remained behind and did not accompany the Holy 

Prophet for Jihad to Tabuk. For this purpose they have been separated in different categories, 

that is, the disabled, the sick, the indigent, the hypocrites, the believers who realized their guilt 

and punished themselves before the return of the Holy Prophet from Tabuk and those who 

confessed their error. Their cases have been dealt with in accordance with the nature and extent 

of their offense. 91 - 110  

In order to make their noble qualities look all the more conspicuous and dignified by contrast, the 

characteristics of the Believers have been mentioned, and they have been reassured that Allah, 

the Sovereign of the Universe, is their helper and guardian. Accordingly, because of their sincerity, 

He has forgiven the Three Believers who did not take part in the expedition. 111 - 118  
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In the concluding portion, general instructions have been given to the Believers for their guidance. 

119 - 127  

This is the conclusion: "Follow the Messenger who is gentle and compassionate and your greatest 

well-wisher, and trust in Allah, the Lord of the Universe". 128 - 129  

 

 

[1-2] This is a declaration1 of immunity (from obligations) by Allah and His Messenger to those 

mushriks with whom you had made treaties:2 "You are free to move about in the land for four 

months more:3 but you should know that you cannot frustrate the Will of Allah, and that Allah will 

degrade the rejecters of the Truth." 
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[3-4] This is a public proclamation from Allah and His Messenger for all the people on the Day of 

Great Haj:4 Allah is free from the treaty obligations made with the mushriks and so is His 

Messenger. If, therefore, you repent now, it is better for you but if you turn away, you should know 

it well that you cannot frustrate (the Will of) Allah. And, O Prophet, give the good news of a painful 

chastisement to the rejecters excepting those mushriks with whom you made treaties. and who 

afterwards did not violate these in the least nor did they give help to anyone against you; so you 

also should observe the treaties with such people in accordance with their terms, for Allah loves 

the pious people.5 

 

 

[5-6] Then, when the months made unlawful6 for fighting expire, kill the mushriks wherever you 

find them, and seize them, and besiege them, and lie in wait for them at every place of ambush. 

But if they repent, and establish Salat and pay the Zakat dues, then let them go their way:7 for 

Allah is Forgiving and Compassionate. And if any of the mushriks requests you for protection so 

that he may come to you (to hear the Word of Allah), give him protection till he hears the Word of 

Allah; then convey him. to the place of his safety: this should be done because these people do 

not know the Truth.8 
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[7-8] How shall a treaty with these mushriks be regarded as abiding by Allah and His Messenger? 

-excepting those with whom you made a treaty at the Masjid-i-Haram:9 so long as they behave 

rightly with you, you also should behave rightly with them, for Allah loves the righteous people.-

But how can a treaty be regarded as abiding with the other mushriks? Since if they get power 

over you, they will not respect ties of kindred with you nor honor any treaty obligations. They try 

to conciliate you with their tongues, while their hearts are averse to their tongues,10 for most of 

them are evil-doers.11 

 

 

 

 

[9-12] They bartered away Allah's revelations for paltry worldly gains12 and then debarred others 

from His Way:13 indeed very evil were the deeds they did. They do not observe the ties of kindred 

in regard to the Believers nor observe the obligations of treaty, and it is they who have always 

been the transgressors: yet if they -repent even now, and establish Salat and pay Zakat dues, 
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then they shall be your brethren in faith. Thus We make plain Our Messages to those who try to 

understand.14 But if they break their oaths after making compacts and revile your Faith you should 

fight with these ringleaders of disbelief because their oaths are not trustworthy: it may be that 

sword alone will restrain14a them.15 

 

 

 

 

[13-16] Will you not fight16 such people who have been breaking their solemn pledges, who 

conspired to banish the Messenger and were the first to transgress against you? Are you afraid 

of them? If you are true Believers, surely Allah has a greater right that you should fear Him. Fight 

them. Allah will chastise them by your hands and will bring disgrace and degradation upon them 

and succor you against them and soothe the hearts of many believers. And He may remove the 

wrath of their hearts; and may also show guidance towards repentance17 to whomsoever He wills; 
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Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Do you think that you will be left (without a trial)? Note it well that 

Allah has not as yet seen which of you exerted your utmost in His (Allah his way) and did not take 

as intimate friends any other than Allah, His Messenger and the Believers18 Allah has full 

knowledge of what you do.  

 

 

 

 

[17-20] It does not behoove the mushriks to become the guardians and servants of Allah's houses 

of worship, the while they themselves bear witness against themselves to their disbelief;19 in fact, 

all their works have gone to waste20 and they shall abide in the Fire for ever. Only those are worthy 

of being the guardians and servants of Allah's houses of worship, who believe in Allah and the 

Last Day, and establish Salat and pay Zakat dues, and fear none but Allah: for these alone are 

expected to follow the Right Way. Have you made the mere giving of water to pilgrims and the 

guardianship of the Masjid-i-Haram as equal to the works of the one who has believed in Allah 

and the Last Day, and exerted his utmost in the Way of Allah ?21 Well, these things are not equal 

in the sight of Allah, and Allah does not show guidance to the workers of iniquity. Those alone 
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who have believed, and left their homes and exerted their utmost with their lives and possessions 

in the Way of Allah, shall have the highest ranks with Allah: they are truly successful.  

 

 

[21-22] Their Lord gives them the good news of His mercy and His pleasure and of the Gardens, 

wherein is everlasting bliss for them: therein they shall abide for ever, for surely Allah has 

abundance to give rewards for services. 

 

 

[23-24] O Believers, do not take your fathers and brothers as allies, if. they choose disbelief in 

preference to Faith; for whoso of you will take them as allies shall surely be the workers of iniquity. 

O Prophet, tell them plainly, "If your fathers and your sons, and your brothers and your wives, and 

your near and dear ones and the wealth which you have acquired and the trade you fear may 

decline and the homes which delight you-if all these things-are dearer to you than Allah and His 

Messenger and the struggle in His Way, then wait till Allah passes His judgment on you;22 for Allah 

does not guide the wicked people"  
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[25-27] Allah has helped you on many occasions before this; (recently you witnessed the glory of 

His help23 ) on the day of the Battle of Hunain; you were proud of your great numbers which had 

deluded you but it availed you nothing and the earth, with all its vastness, became too narrow for 

you, and turning your backs, you fled. Then Allah sent down His sakinat (peace and tranquility) 

upon His Messenger and the Believers and sent (to your aid) forces which you could not see and 

chastised those who denied the Truth: for this is the due recompense of those who deny the Truth. 

Then (you have also seen that) after giving chastisement like this, Allah guides to repentance 

whom He wills:24 Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.  
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[28] O Believers, the mushriks are unclean; therefore let them not come near the Masjid-i-Haram25 

after this year (of their pilgrimage); if you fear poverty Allah will enrich you, out of His bounty if He 

wills: for Allah is All-knowing, All-Wise.  

 

[29] Fight with those from among the people of the Book, who do not believe in Allah nor in the 

Last Day;26 who do not make unlawful that which Allah and His Messenger have made unlawful,27 

and do not adopt the Right way as their way. (Fight with them) until they pay Jizyah with their own 

hands and are humbled.28 
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[30-35] The Jews say, "Ezra (`Uzair) is the son of Allah,ò29 and the Christians say, "The Messiah 

is the son of God." Such are the baseless things they utter with their tongues, following in the 

footsteps of the former unbelievers.30 May Allah afflict them with chastisement! Where from are 

they being perverted? They have made their scholars and monks as their Lords beside Allah,31 

and likewise the Messiah, the son of Mary, although they were enjoined not to worship any other 

than the One Deity, besides Whom there is none worthy of worship. He is absolutely pure and 

free from what they associate with Him. These people desire to extinguish the light of Allah with 

puffs from their mouths and Allah refuses (His consent to their desire) but wills to perfect His light, 

even though the disbelievers be much averse to it. He is Allah Who has sent His Messenger with 

Guidance and the Right way so that He may make it prevail over all other ways,32 even though the 

mushriks be much averse to it. O Believers, indeed most of the scholars and monks of the people 

of the Book devour the wealth of others by evil means, and debar them from the Way of Allah.33 

Give them the good news of a painful torment, who hoard up gold and silver and expend not these 

in the Way of Allah. The Day shall surely come when the same gold and silver shall be heated in 
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the fire of Hell, and therewith their foreheads, their bodies and their backs shall be .branded, 

(saying), "Here is that treasure you had hoarded up for yourselves: now taste the evil of your 

hoarded treasure"  

 

 

[36-37] The fact is that the number of months ordained by Allah has been twelve since the time 

He created the heavens and the earth,34 and out of these four are forbidden months: this is the 

right code of reckoning: therefore do not wrong yourselves by violating these months.35 And fight 

against the mushriks all together even as they fight against you all together:36 and note it well that 

Allah is with the God fearing people. Nasi is but one more instance of disbelief, whereby these 

disbelievers are led astray. In one year they make a certain month lawful and in another year they 

make the same a forbidden month, so as they might make up for the number of the forbidden 

months and, at the same time, make lawful that which is forbidden by Allah.37 Their evil deeds 

have been made seeming fair to them: for Allah does not guide those who deny the Truth.  
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[38-41] O38 you who believed! what was amiss with you that, when you were asked to march forth 

on the Way of Allah, you clung to the earth? What! did you prefer the life of this world to the life 

of the Hereafter? If it is so, you should know that all these goods of this worldly life will prove to 

be but little in the Hereafter.39 If you will not march forth, Allah will inflict on you a painful 

chastisement,40 and will substitute other people for you,41 and you will in no way harm Him, for 

Allah has power over everything. If you do not help your Prophet, (it does not matter): Allah did 

help him before when the disbelievers forced him to go away from his home, and he was but the 
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second of two: when the two were in the cave; when he was saying to his Companion, "Be not 

distressed: indeed Allah is with us."42 Then Allah sent down peace of mind to him from Himself, 

and helped him with the forces you did not see, and made the word of the disbelievers abased. 

And Allah's Word is always supreme, for Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. March forth whether you be 

light or heavy,43 and exert your utmost in Allah's Way with your possessions and your lives: this is 

best for you, if you but know it.  

 

[42] O Prophet, had there been a prospect of immediate gain and an easy journey, most certainly 

they would have been quite ready to follow you; but the journey seemed too hard to them.44 Still 

they will swear by Allah and say, "Had we been able to go forth, we would certainly have marched 

along with you"; they are incurring destruction on themselves: for Allah knows well that they are 

liars. 
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[43-45] O Prophet, may Allah forgive you: why did you give them leave to stay behind? (You 

yourself should not have given them leave), so that it would have become clear to you which of 

them spoke the truth, and you would have also known which of them were liars.45 For; those, who 

believe in Allah and the Last Day, will never ask you to exempt them from doing Jihad with their 

possessions and their persons: Allah knows well those who fear Him. Those only make such 

requests, who do not believe in Allah and the Last Day, and whose hearts are filled with doubts, 

and they are wavering because of their doubts.46 

 

 

 

 

[46-49] If they had really intended to march forth, they would surely have made some preparation 

for it. But Allah was averse to their going forth;47 and He caused them to hold back, and it was said 

to them, "Stay behind with those who stay behind." Had they gone forth with you, they would have 

added nothing but mischief to you and they would have made strenuous efforts to sow discord 

among your ranks; yet there are among you some who listen to them but Allah knows these 

mischief-makers full well. Even before this, these people had striven to stir up mischief and turn 

by turn they practiced all sorts of devices to make you unsuccessful, until the Truth prevailed and 

Allah's design was fulfilled, though they were averse to it. 
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There is such a one among them, who says, "Give me leave to stay behind and do not expose 

me to temptations."48 ---Note it well that such people have already succumbed to temptations49 and 

Hell has encircled these disbelievers.50 

 

 

[50-51] If a good thing comes to you, it grieves them; but if a disaster befalls you, they turn away 

rejoicing and saying, "It is good that we took our precautionary measures beforehand to set our 

affairs aright." Say to them, "Nothing (good or bad) can befall us except that which Allah has 

destined for us: Allah is our Guardian and the Believers should put their trust in Him alone."51 

 

[52] Say to them, "What can be the thing you await for us other than one of the two .best things?52 

But what we await for you is whether Allah Himself inflicts His chastisement on you or at our 

hands; well, now await, and we, too await with you." 
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[53-55] Say, "You may expend your possessions willingly or unwillingly:53 they shall not be 

accepted in any case, because you are a wicked people." The reason why their expenditures 

shall not be accepted is no other than that they have not believed in Allah and His Messenger: 

and they come to offer their Salat but reluctantly, and they expend in the Way of Allah with 

unwilling hearts. So let not their great wealth and the large number of their children delude you; 

for Allah wills to chastise them by means of these very things in this worldly life54 and that they 

would die in a state of unbelief.55 

 

 

[56-57] They swear by Allah that they are Believers like you, whereas they are not at all of you. 

In fact, they are people who are afraid of you: if they could find a place of refuge or a cave or a 

hiding place to lode therein, they would run in frantic haste to take refuge in it.56 
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[58-60] O Prophet, there are some among them who find fault with you concerning the distribution 

of Sadaqat (Zakat collections); if something is given to them thereof, they are well pleased and if 

they are not given anything thereof they become angry.57 Would that they were contents58 with 

what Allah and His Messenger had given them and would say, "Allah suffices us: He will provide 

for us in abundance out of His own bounty,59 and His Messenger will also be kindly disposed 

towards us. Indeed we look to Allah alone."60 As a matter of fact, Zakat collections are only for the 

needy61 and the indigent,62 and for those who are employed to collect them63 and for those whose 

hearts are to be won over64 and for the ransoming of slaves65 and for helping the debtors66 and for 

the way of Allah67 and for the hospitality of the wayfarers.68 This is an obligatory duty from Allah: 

and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.  
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[61] There are some among them who injure the Prophet and say, "This man readily believes 

whatever he hears.ò69 Say, "It is good for you that he is so:70 He believes in Allah and puts his trust 

in the believers71 and is a blessing for those who are true believers among you. As regards those 

who injure the Messenger of Allah, there is a painful chastisement for them."  

 

 

[62-63] These people swear by Allah before you in order to please you, though Allah and His 

Messenger have a greater right that they should try to please them if they are true believers. Do 

they not know that whoso opposes Allah and His Messenger shall have the Fire of Hell for him 

wherein he shall abide for ever? This is a great ignominy.  
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[64-66] The hypocrites dread lest a surah should be sent down to Muslims revealing to them what 

is in their hearts.72 O Prophet, say to them, "Go on mocking, Allah will surely bring to light the very 

thing you are dreading." If you question them ("What were you talking about?"), they will promptly 

answer, "We were merely jesting and making merry.ò73 Ask them, "What, then! were you mocking 

at Allah and His Revelations and His Messenger? Do not invent excuses now; you have indeed 

denied the truth after you had professed belief in it. Even if We pardon some of you, We will surely 

chastise others of you, for they are the guilty ones"74 
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[67-70] The hypocrites, both men and women, are all of a kind: they enjoin what is evil and forbid 

what is good and withhold their hands from doing good.75 They forgot Allah: then Allah also forgot 

them; indeed the hypocrites are the evil-doers. Allah has promised the hypocrites, both men and 

women, as well as the disbelievers the fire of Hell, wherein they shall abide for ever: that is the 

proper place for them; for the curse of Allah is upon them and theirs is the lasting torment.-You 

are behaving76 just like those who went before you: they had more power than you, and possessed 

greater riches and had more children than you: they had enjoyed their portion of the good things 

of the worldly life and you, too, have enjoyed your portion of the good things like them: you are 

also engaged in idle discussions like the discussions they held. Consequently in the end 

everything they did, proved vain in this world and shall be vain in the Next World: surely they are 

the people who are the losers. Has not77 the story reached them of those who had gone before 

them-the people of Noah, tribes of `Ad and Thamud, the people of Abraham and the inhabitants 

of Midian and of the overturned cities?78 Their Messengers came to them with clear signs; then it 

was not Allah Who would wrong them, but they wronged their own selves.79 
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[71-72] As regards the true Believers, men and women, they are all comrades to one another: 

they enjoin what is good and forbid what is evil; they establish Salat, pay Zakat dues, and obey 

Allah and His Messenger.80 It is they upon whom Allah will most surely send His blessings. Allah 

is All-Mighty, All Wise. Allah has promised to the Believers, both men and women, the Gardens 

underneath which canals :low and wherein they will abide for ever: there will be neat and clean 

Swelling places for them in these Gardens of perpetual bliss; and, above all, they will enjoy Allah's 

pleasure: this is the great success. 

 

 

[73-74] O Prophet,81 strive hard against the disbelievers and the hypocrites and be adamant and 

stern with them.82 In the end, their abode shall be Hell, and it is the worst of all abodes. They swear 

by Allah that they did not say the thing, when in fact, they did utter the word of unbelief.83 Thus, 

they were guilty of unbelief after they had professed Islam: however, they could not accomplish 

what they had intended to do.84 They had no reason to be spiteful except that Allah and His 

Messenger had enriched them by His bounty.85 If even now they repent of their misbehavior, it will 

be good for their own selves, but if they do not repent, Allah will chastise them with a painful 

chastisement in this world and in the Hereafter, and there will be none on the earth to protect and 

help them.  
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[75-79] There are some among them, who made this covenant with Allah: If He gives us of His 

bounty, we will disburse charity and lead a righteous life." But when Allah enriched them by His 

bounty, they grew niggardly and went back on their covenant, and paid no heed to it.86 As a 

consequence of the breach of the covenant they had made with Allah and the lies they told, He 

set hypocrisy deep in their hearts that will follow them till the Day when they shall meet Him. Do 

these people not know that Allah knows fully well even their secrets and their conspiracies and 

that Allah knows fully well all that is hidden. (He fully knows those stingy rich people) who find 

fault with the monetary sacrifices of those Believers who make willing and voluntary contributions 










































































